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March  Puzzler with answers.

With the new season nearly upon us, D/L extended to all senior league matches and Powerplays in the Premier league and Section 1, a bit of practice seems appropriate.

Sample NCU Premier league match 2012.

 Match starts on time at 1.00 pm.

R.S.P. at 2.00 pm  after 15 overs – score 57 for 2.

Umpires decide that play will resume at 3.25 pm.

How many overs per side is the match now ? 

44 overs per side.  Time calculation 85-30=55/8=6 overs lost

What are the new bowlers` limits?

What are the Powerplay overs now ?

What is the LATEST the two DiscretionaryPowerplays(DPB) must

start ?

What is the EARLIEST the 1st. DPB could be taken ?

A.  44 overs per side.  Time calculation 85-30=55/8=6 overs lost.

9,9,9,9,8.

18  - 9,5,4.

33rd. over (10 already taken - so only 8 left. Still to be completed by 40th over)

16th. over - so immediately on resumption.

At 4.50 pm. R.S.P. again, after 41 overs  - score 185 for 7. Tea is taken immediately.

Umpires decide that play will resume at 6.15pm.

What is the match situation now ?

How many overs in the 2nd. innings ?

What are the bowlers` limits ?

What are the Powerplay overs ?

What is the LATEST the two DPB`s must start ?

What is the EARLIEST the 1st. DPB could be taken ?

1st innings completed (41 overs. - 2nd. innings losing overs)

     Time calculation :- 30 mins for tea, So start losing overs at 5.20 pm. 24 minutes later 1st innings ends. 31 mins lost in 2nd innings.= 7 overs lost. so 41 - 7 = 34 overs.

7,7,7,7,6.

14  - 7,4,3.

28th over)

8th over. )  (Innings less than 40 overs so DPB`s can be taken any time.)

At  7.10 pm. R.S.P. for the last time !  after 14 overs  - score  68 for none, with the first and fielding Powerplays taken.

Umpires decide that play will resume at 7.35 pm. 

How many overs are there in the 2nd. innings now ?

So, how many are there left to bowl ?

What are the bowlers` limits now ?

What are the new Powerplay limits ?

When can the other DPB be taken ?

28.  25/4 = 6 overs lost.

14.

6,6,6,5,5.

11  - 6,3,2.

If the fielding Powerplay in  B (4 overs) was taken first - there are now none left.

If the batting Powerplay in B (3 overs) was taken first there is 1 fielding Powerplay left and can be taken any time up to the last over.
Field craft ROUTINES – Part 2.

This paper is the work of Graham Cooper, ICC Europe Regional Umpire Consultant. It was originally from a workshop he ran during a seminar for the European Elite Umpires Panel in 2011 and I am grateful to Graham for allowing us to run the workshop during the IACUS seminar held at Stormont in February. [Keith Smith]

1.  routines

We now start our ‘fieldcraft’ routines, and the following apply to every delivery. We will start with a routine to follow at the bowler’s end.

Delivery routine: bowler’s end

a) as the bowler reaches the end of his run-up take a last, quick, look round the field to ensure that you are, roughly, aware of where the fielders are. They change positions fairly regularly and you should be aware of where they are. This will help with your movement into the best position after each delivery

b) as you hear him approaching you, start the short span of intense concentration by;

c) settling down and focusing on the bowling/popping crease area (where the bowler places his feet). Keep the head still and use the eyes to follow the feet. Just before he passes you take a deep breath, so that the lungs are full, ready for a loud call for any No balls

d) as soon as the feet have been judged pick up the flight of the ball as it travels towards the striker

e) watch and make a mental note of where the ball pitched; its subsequent path; what the ball hit (bat/person/nothing)

Post-delivery routine: bowler’s end

Once the ball has been hit/missed the intensity of concentration can be relaxed a little and your focus is now turned to positioning.

a) for every delivery the best routine is to expect something to happen and be pro-active by starting to move into position. In a fast game batsmen will take quick singles and you need to make the most of every second in order to get into the correct position, If you wait until the batsmen are actually running before you move (this being re-active), then you will not reach the correct position in time to make an acceptable judgement. So, as soon as the ball is played to fielder/space start to move into position. All you need to do while the ball is fielded is to complete this initial movement and you will, invariably, find yourself in the correct position when the ball is thrown back to the wicket. If you are re-active (i.e. you wait until the ball is fielded/batsmen actually run before starting your movement) then you will invariably find yourself in no man’s land, thus not being able to give an acceptable decision. If nothing happens – i.e. the batsmen do not run/fielder does not throw the ball to the wicket, then you can stop your pro-active movement and return to your position behind the wicket.

Whilst executing the above pro-active movement you must also get into the following routine:

b) as you run into position, you must ensure that you are watching for several things and this will be easier done if you run sideways/backwards into position, continually monitoring the following:

c) ensuring that the batsmen do not run on the pitch as they attempt their first run

d) ensuring that the batsmen and bowler (or other fielder) enter into physical obstruction of/altercation with, each other

e) switch your attention to the fielder who is fielding the ball – where is he in relation to you and the wicket. If you are likely to get in the way of his throw then adjust your position

f) ensure the batsman at your end, completes the run in progress before setting off for another run

g) if they are attempting a second/any subsequent run ensure the batsmen do not run on the pitch

h) repeat d) to ensure no physical obstruction/altercation occurs at any time during this delivery

i) make any run out judgements that are called for

iIf the ball is near the boundary, be prepared to seek help/clarification from your colleague as to whether it was a catch or boundary 4, boundary 6.

Between deliveries routine: bowler’s end

Having completed the delivery and the ball is now dead, you must instigate a new set of routines             for dealing with things that occur between deliveries. Whilst moving back into your position you must not take your attention off the ball/players. Although little action is taking place it does not mean that you can switch off.

a) watch the ball as it is passed around the field to ensure that nothing illegal is taking place and no time is wasted in polishing the ball

b) watch fielders – noting any field changes

c) look over to colleague to see if he is trying to draw your attention to something – or, just to keep in touch

d) ensure striker’s needs are attended to – e.g. check guard

e) settle down ready for next delivery

Now go back to your delivery routine – and so on until the end of the over.

End of over routine: bowler’s end

This is probably the most neglected area in most umpires’ field craft. However, it should be regarded as important as the routines employed when the ball is in play. Just because the over has ended it does not mean that the players will act sportingly and behave – far from it – it is the time when, if the umpires are not watching, they may find ways to infringe the Laws/Spirit of the Game.

a) as soon as you have called ‘over’ – wait at the wicket/just to one side of it

b) watch the batsmen to ensure they do not stand in the middle of the pitch, chatting

c) watch the fielders as they change ends – ensuring that they keep off the pitch

d) watch for any confrontation between fielders and batsmen

e) as you are doing the above, you can be filling in your overs card

f) as your colleague reaches the bowler’s end you can release the control of the pitch to him and walk to square leg. This should be done by walking backwards or at the very least, glancing backwards as you go.

Delivery routine: striker’s end

a) as the bowler is running in take a last look round to check fielders – especially important when you have fielding restriction circles. In tight situation players are often moved every delivery, or, when a right and left hander are together, players will be moving in and out of the circle – the reason for this routine is to ensure that you always check, every delivery, that there are the correct number of fielders in the circle. If you do not do this you will be caught out at some stage.
b) if the wicket-keeper is standing up to the wicket, ensure he is wholly behind the wicket

c) as the bowler delivers the ball, watch his arm action

d) turn your attention back to the striker/wicket and watch the action

Post-delivery routine: striker’s end

a) if the batsmen run – watch where the ball has gone

b) watch the batsmen to ensure they are not running on the pitch

c) watch batsmen and bowler to ensure no altercation takes place

d) watch the completion of the run

e) turn back to locate the ball/fielder and repeat b) – d) if applicable

f) if ball reaches boundary, be prepared to offer help to colleague as to whether it was a 4 or 6

g) if ball is caught (especially near boundary) be prepared to offer help to colleague as to whether it was a catch or a boundary

h) if ball is caught – ensure that you direct the not out batsman to the correct end

i) If ball is thrown to your end – make the necessary judgement


Between deliveries routine: striker’s end

a) if the ball is not automatically dead, then make a mental note of when you consider it was dead. This could be of help to your colleague in cases of belated run out attempts/appeals etc

b) watch the ball as it is passed round the field

c) watch for field placing changes

d) look over to your colleague to see if he requires/is offering help over something – or, just to keep in touch

e) watch bowler and when he reaches his mark, start the routines again

End of over routine: striker’s end

a) if applicable, walk towards the bowler and collect any clothing etc that he has normally given you. This will save a lot of time during the course of the match and will, more importantly, give you the opportunity to establish a rapport with him

b) walk to your position where you can now complete your overs card

The routine is formulated this way in order that time is not wasted – if you stand at square leg and complete your over card before moving towards the wicket, it will cause the bowler to have to wait for you, and this in turn delays his walk back to his mark, which results in unnecessary delaying of the game. The umpire should always try and ensure that the game keeps moving and any delays that are caused by the umpire’s slowness are unacceptable.

c) be aware that the striker may wish to check his guard

d) take a last look round to see that everyone is in place and start the Pre-delivery routine: bowler’s end umpire.
By following these routines, or similar ones of your own, you will find that the main part of your job will become ‘second nature’ and you will not even realise that you are actually doing these things. This allows you to concentrate on the non-routine occurrences such as appeals; behavioural problems; unusual occurrences i.e. the arbitration side of umpiring. The fact that your mind is not cluttered with the necessity to do the routine things, means it will be free to deal with arbitration matters.

The other reason for using routines is that, should things start to ‘go wrong’ or you make a mistake, your first resort to putting things right should be to fall back into the routines. It is often the case that the error was caused by veering away from/cutting corners in, your normal routine, thus causing your mind to become flustered – and the error was caused whilst your mind was trying to get back on track.

Try to use the above to formulate your own routines and make every effort to stick to them – they will serve you well, especially when stepping up a grade to a faster level of play.

Graham Cooper

17 March 2011

Charlie McElwee thrilled with Lords debut

North West Cricket Media

13 April 2012

 North West umpire Charlie McElwee is set to realise a long standing dream later this month when he takes charge of the MCC v Ireland “A” game which marks the beginning of competitive action in the 2012 season.

The Limavady man has scaled the heights of his profession over the past number of years and has officiated all over the world, however this will be his first time to stand at “the home of cricket”.

 Speaking after hearing of his appointment the Elite Panel member said the game would be the “thrill of a lifetime”. “I have been lucky enough to have worked with some of the best umpires in the game and to have visited so many countries but this means as much as anything I have done in the past.

"I have been to Lords for training courses but have never had the opportunity to stand in the middle and I am really looking forward to the experience”. As yet it is unclear who the North West man will be paired with for the one day match but that will matter little to Charlie for now.

His colleagues in the North West and beyond will no doubt send their congratulations and best wishes on another major appointment.





      Discipline - Umpire Reporting  Presentation by Nick Cousins





Nick Cousins – Senior Executive ECB ACO


Presentation to NIACUS – Mon 12th April 2012





Our special guest at Monday’s Open Meeting was Nick Cousins from ECB ACO. He gave us a very informative and entertaining presentation on Discipline and the Umpire’s essential role in reporting all occasions of Player’s unacceptable behaviour.





Using footage from matches we have all witnessed on TV etc. He led us via audience participation to give our own opinions as to how we would deal with these situations related to our own Cricket. This prompted a lot of discussion and proved very interesting in its results.





The presentation highlighted the growing indiscipline noticed at all levels in our game and it is up to us to be consistent in our approach in reporting all cases we come across. We covered the reporting procedures and the benefit of teamwork at all times in these procedures.





He finished by saying he hoped it would not lead to a mass of red cards on the first day of the season but that we would be more aware of what is needed to be done to stop this growing trend in our game.


A very enjoyable night for all who attended.





























April Puzzler


With the new season about to start, here are 10 questions to refresh your memory about N.C.U. governed competitions in 2012.





Which   cup competitions have the 30 yd. fielding circle ?


And which competitions require the 15 yd. inner circles ?


The 17” off side wide lines apply to which competitions ?


Duckworth / Lewis is to be used in which  competitions ?


And which competitions have Powerplays ?


What are the fielding restrictions for the 1st. Powerplay ?


What are the fielding restrictions for the two DPB`s ?


And what are the fielding restrictions during non Powerplay overs ?


In 50 over cricket what is time restriction for an innings ?


And what is the penalty for any breach ?





As this is the last edition Follow On until October, the quiz answers can be found on the back page.


























From the Chair


Alan Neill  





A concerned colleague sent in the pictures above. It appears that there has been some confusion as to the identities of the Gentlemen.


So striking is the resemblance that we feel it is necessary to confirm their identities.


The one with the longer hair is of course Alan Neill, and the umpire wearing the blue jacket is Sam Alexander.


I hope that has cleared up any confusion.  
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Puzzler Answers





Challenge, Junior and Schools` cups.


Challenge cup, Premier league and Section 1 of the Senior league.


ALL cricket.


Challenge cup and all four sections of the senior league.


Challenge cup, Premier league and Section 1 of the Senior league.


No more than 2 fielders outside the 30yd. circle and 2 stationary catchers inside the 15yd. circle at striker`s end.


No more than 3 fielders outside the 30yd. circle.


At the instant of delivery, a minimum of 4 fielders (plus wicket keeper and bowler) must be within the 30yd. circle


N.B.  And remember there can never be more than 5 fielders on the leg side throughout the innings.


The fielding side must be in position to bowl the first ball of the final over within 190 minutes (inclusive of 1 drinks interval). Umpires will allow extra time for injuries, lost balls and factors beyond the control of the fielding side.


10.  Play continues until the end of the innings, but the umpires will   award 6 penalty runs for each over not started within 190 minutes. The award is made at the end of the over during which the time limit was reached.
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Please see Everyone on page 4


















































Treat yourself to an official NIACUS tie. Every NIACUS umpire and scorer should have at least one of these luxurious ties.


Now is your chance to obtain your very own piece of official NIACUS neckwear for the bargain price of only £10!





Contact Alex Adams or let me know and I will forward your order.
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We’re on the Web!


See us at:
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Post Box


Any comments, gossip, news mail to:





The Follow-On


231 Bridge st


BT63 5AR





� HYPERLINK "mailto:alan@datadisposals.co.uk" ��alan@datadisposals.co.uk�





Apology: Some readers did not receive February paper editions of The Follow-On. This was owing to a technical disaster. Unfortunately I don’t know who did or didn’t get their copy, so if you didn’t get a Feb Follow-On let me know and I’ll make sure you get a copy.  





Thanks to all contributors and remember during the cricket season, make a note of any news views or gossip and send it to me.
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