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As many [if not all] of you will know, The Association of Cricket Umpires and Scorers [commonly known as the ACU&S] was originally set up by the umpire [and author of our umpires’ Bible] Tom Smith as the Association of Cricket Umpires [the scorers were included in the title several years later], in order to provide on-going training and advice to cricket officials reaching, at one time, a membership of over 8,000 in countries all over the world.  
In December 2007, however [again as you will already know], the membership of the ACU&S voted [by, I understand, a majority of 75% of the turnout of around 25%] to merge with the ECB Officials Association to form the ECB Association of Cricket Officials [ECB/ACO], ending the long-running doubts over the Association’s future. 
The move was criticised in particular by Overseas Members [ourselves included!] who believed that the ECB would not have the same interest in them [us] as the ACU&S, which had supported members across the world. 
On the other hand, supporters of the merger argued that integration with the ECB would raise the profile of umpiring and scoring, provide much needed funds, improve training, and, importantly [some will say], put an end to division among members over administration issues which had been impacting badly on both the Association and the public image of umpiring.
Probably more out of laziness than having given the matter serious consideration, I allowed my membership of ACUS to transfer to the new Association.  I feel, however, that this has now proved to have been the sensible thing to do for one compelling reason – INSURANCE!  
We can debate the whys and wherefores of other matters like structures, training provision, administration [all of which, in my opinion, are already sorting themselves out as time and debate progress] etc, but we cannot ignore the fact that in a society whose health & safety consciousness leads it to almost paranoia as regards feasting on third party liability [let alone participating as officials in a game where we put ourselves at the risk of personal injury] we cannot afford to be uninsured.  
The ECB/ACO is currently the only provider of sufficient cover [exact details of which can be found on its website – simply type in ECB ACO and you’ll get there] & for that reason I would urge you, if you have not already done so, to join the new governing body.  For less than £30 per annum that’s good enough value & peace of mind regardless of any other benefits.  Details of acquiring membership can also be found on the ECB/ACO website.
We’ll leave that there for the moment.  I know our Chairman has strong views on the subject and, no doubt, you’ll continue to hear more on the topic before & throughout the season.
This issue’s “From the Chair” piece is taken from your Chairman’s most recent article on our website written a little earlier than this issue of THE FOLLOW-ON.  Some of the events to which he refers have thus come and gone.  However, I feel that the question in the title is an important one that needs to be addressed, and so I have taken a little bit of editorial licence and changed verb tenses etc. where deemed necessary.
Finally, I have to say I remain disappointed at the empty Post Bag.  Our own website has an interesting perspective on referrals & I thought last month’s editorial might have produced some response from either side of the fence, and just sitting on it is no excuse to be without a pen! 
Alan
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WHO OWNS THE ASSOCIATION WE CALL NIACUS?

I ask the question because, as we approach the start of the 2010 cricket season here in Northern Ireland, all the conversations we have with fellow umpires and cricket enthusiasts, the whispers we hear and websites we read focus strongly on the excitement and expectations for the new season – players moving clubs, overseas professionals, ground conditions, who is going to get relegated, which umpires have stopped umpiring, any new umpires this season, and lots of other various topics we think need correcting/resolving – and this focuses our minds long before the season actually starts.
Then I think of the Association – NIACUS – who we represent when officiating for the Northern Cricket Union on match days. Yes we represent NIACUS if umpiring in Leinster, or the North West, or, for that matter, in Europe but we are first and foremost known as the organisation that stands in NCU fixtures.  

If this is the case are we all comfortable that as an individual who represents NIACUS on the field of play that all is being done by each and every one of us to support NIACUS both on the field of play and out of season?                              
Our umpiring standards on match days will always be the yardstick by which we are going to be judged, but could we do more to improve those aspects of our decision-making & man management skills on which the captains’ reports are largely based?  Yes, I believe we could, and, by the time you read this, we will have had two excellent opportunities to refresh our minds. 

Keith and Trevor will have conducted the ECB/ACO Level 1 Umpires Course as you will read elsewhere in this edition. If you hadn’t attended a course in recent years did you even consider attending this one? And what about the IACUS Annual Conference in the Boyne Valley Hotel, Drogheda [again, reported elsewhere] – did attending it ever enter your mind? It proved to have an excellent agenda set for the day which had something to satisfy every umpire’s desires. 
NO, it seems was the answer for the majority of our members.  As I have already mentioned we all represent NIACUS and therefore we should prepare as individuals at every opportunity.

Our Annual Dinner which is our 60th takes place on the 9th April 2010 at Newforge Country Club.  Could I ask all members to strongly consider attending and making this special birthday one to remember for all within our umpiring fraternity? All friends of NIACUS are most definitely very welcome and we will be delighted to see you at Newforge.

The season is nearly upon us and the last two open meetings of the winter loom large for all. What does it take to get everybody out to a meeting? I know that sometimes a certain night does not suit all our members but is it not possible to say to your other engagement “send my apologies” rather than send “your apologies” to the NIACUS open meeting? Or do we always have another pressing engagement? I wonder. Hmm!

Hopefully you get my drift and the answer to the question “Who owns the Association we call NIACUS?”  As members, we all own a part of NIACUS.  So let’s use that part ownership and support every event of our Association. Without you as a member we could not have a viable NIACUS, and so go on and use that membership to its full. Part time house membership has nothing like the same fun and enjoyment as being a full house member!

Yours in cricket

Noel McCarey
[Ed:  The date of the next meeting will be Monday 8th March at Shaw’s Bridge.  With the new season just around the corner this meeting will concentrate on the laws of the game in the form of a team competition conducted by V-Chairman, Trevor Magee.  Come on you lot! Listen to your Chairman & make the effort.]
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This year’s ECB/ACO Level One training course has proved, it has been reported, to have been yet another success.  Eleven prospective umpires met for two days intensive tuition in The St John Ambulance headquarters at the Knockbracken Healthcare Centre.  The two-day course was organised by NIACUS and led by ECB/ACO trained tutors Keith Smith and Trevor Magee, assisted by your esteemed Editor pictured here trying to resemble The Great White [bad photography I’d call it]!                                                                                PAGE TWO
The modular course was delivered using a combination of Power-Point presentations and practical demonstrations, and, during the weekend, there was also a visit from PL O’Hara.  No training course is really ever complete without a visit from the maestro [I thought I’d better say that!].  
The eleven participants were very enthusiastic, and seemed to enjoy the experience. The clubs represented were Ards, Dungannon, Holywood, Larne, Lisburn, North Down, Saintfield and Victoria.  At the conclusion of the course, those attending took the 2010 ECB/ACO Level One Examination.  Results should be announced shortly, but it is expected that the majority will have been able to cope.              
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[image: image23.wmf]The second Monday in February saw the fourth umpires open meeting of the 2009-10 winter season. The meeting began with a small number of business points which were important to be noted by the membership. Chairman Noel McCarey gave an update on the Liaison meeting and also mentioned the progress that had been made on the New Umpires clothing situation. It was noted the Cricket Ireland were very supportive and our association was waiting for an input from our own local Northern Cricket Union.
    Kyle McCallan             Mark Hawthorne      Alistair Bushe
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The evening featured recently retired International Kyle McCallan, journalist Alistair Bushe and our very own European Elite Panelist Mark Hawthorne who shared their experiences of working with more prominent Umpires from the International and Elite Test Panel. NIACUS chairman Noel McCarey welcomed them and asked them to express their views about how umpires at higher levels differ significantly from those umpiring in NIACUS.
Kyle gave a very comprehensive view and mentioned Richard Kettleborough from England as one umpire who had gained his tremendous respect and suggested he had a long and successful future ahead of him.  
Alistair was very complimentary in his appraisal of the local Association though he did say that one or two matters of discipline seemed to slip through the net last season. However, his impressions of our top local guys who umpire in the Irish Cup and above were more than favourable.

There then followed a number of questions from the floor about various aspects of umpiring and the panellists responded positively. The evening proved to be another very enjoyable occasion indeed though on this occasion it is fair to say that the Executive Committee were a little disappointed with the turnout of members for our visitors. 
The sincere thanks of NIACUS goes to Kyle, Alistair and Mark for putting themselves in the firing line and giving some very constructive observations.
	Great Day in Drogheda for All-Ireland Conference



48 members from the Provincial Associations converged on the Boyne Valley Hotel in Drogheda on Saturday 20th February for the 12th Annual Conference.  The arrangements were in the capable hands of the Leinster Cricket Umpires and Scorers Association.

The programme planned had something for everyone. After the introductions by IACUS Chairman Murray Power, Peter Thew took the chair lead the first session of the day. Following the Award of the Leinster President’s Prize to Louie Fourie, Peter introduced the Special Keynote Speaker for the day, Regional Umpire Consultant for ICC-Europe, Graham Cooper.
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                                                                From the Website   
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In his own inimitable style, Graham treated the audience to an overview of Umpiring and Scoring in Europe by looking back to the past, then a look at the present situation and finally a look into the future.
                                                                                          PAGE THREE

He referred to the courses available, the qualifications possible in the form of the ECBACO Level 1 examinations and the introduction of On-Field Assessment. In a fitting conclusion Graham referred to the Trevor Henry Bursary which was inaugurated by the ICC-Europe team shortly after Trevor’s untimely passing.


The second session after lunch was led by scorers’ representatives Peter Russell, Nial Walsh and Brian Dunleavy, and centred on computerised scoring. This proved to be very interesting and highlighted the future of scoring in the game. 

 
After a drinks interval, John Boomer, tournament director for the Bob Kerr Senior Cup, outlined the new innovations for the coming season, concentrating particularly on the managing of Powerplays.


The conference concluded with a thought provoking contribution from ICC-Europe Umpire Manager Paddy O’Hara on the need for a countrywide introduction of Boundary Assessments into the grading structure. 

All in all, a worthwhile conference, and those who attended participated in the open forum discussions which added greatly to the enjoyment of the day.
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The striker, after receiving a delivery which is not a No ball, is standing out of his ground, clearly not attempting a run. His wicket is properly put down by the ball:- 

a) 
rebounding from the wicket-keeper’s pads 
b)       
having been thrown by the wicket-keeper

c)
rebounding from the wicket-keeper’s helmet

d) 
rebounding from the wicket-keeper’s helmet on to the ground and thence on to the stumps

e) 
deflecting off the wicket-keeper’s helmet to first slip, who then throws the ball on to the wicket.
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In each case 
State whether, if there is an appeal, you, as the striker’s end umpire would answer the appeal:-

1. Not out

2. Out Stumped

3. Out Run out
Photo: © CricketIreland
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PART 4
The international season resumed at the start of July and it was to be four days and two nights in the North West for Ireland’s Intercontinental Cup game against Kenya, the first in their third successive defence of the trophy. Unfortunately there was just too much rain for Ireland to force victory. When stumps were drawn, Kenya were eight wickets down in the fourth innings and we had just the memory of Paul Stirling’s first hundred for Ireland to go with the nine points. 
The missing night, by the way was spent at home. It was our wedding anniversary so dragged myself away on Saturday night!  There was another excuse for going home – not that one! – I was looking forward to a proper meal. Lunch on days one, two and three for players and press was curry! 

The teams then played three ODIs in Clontarf and two comfortable victories to start with. The last was the crucial one, however and Ireland were ‘let off’ by a remarkable stroke and strange running in the final over. Needing seven off the last three balls, the Kenya batsman missed an attempted reverse sweep! And then just ran a single when the easy two would have left them needing a four to tie. The last ball was a ‘dot’ and Ireland were up to 10th in the world rankings, ahead of Zimbabwe. 
All the Kenya games were umpired by Rudi Koertzen on his first visit to Ireland, the second ODI being his 200th and the South African then headed off to Lord’s for the first Ashes clash which was his 100th Test. He confirmed he had no plans to retire just yet.

Back on the local scene it was Instonians v Lisburn in the first semi final of the Challenge Cup at Shaw’s Bridge.  Noel McCarey was there, of course, with Walter Montgomery whom I was with for the first time this season. Greg Thompson with 72 and Rory McCann 67 not out were the star batsmen but it was not pleasant with several showers interrupting the day. 
Eventually umps had to call it a day after 36.5 overs and Instonians, 26 runs to the good, were back in the cup final for the first time in 11 years. Instonians still have eyes on the double but they were set back next day when Waringstown came, saw and conquered – emphatically. Chasing 240, Instonians were bowled out for 162 with James Hall and Simon Stokes each taking four wickets.

The second Cup semi final took place eight days later at The Lawn between Waringstown and North Down with Noel and Jareth McCready this time. (How did McCarey get both semi finals!). Peter Connell was available for North Down and was at his best to finish with figures of 10-5-11-3 as Waringstown struggled to 155 all out in 49.1 overs. 
                                                                                           PAGE FOUR
Rain arrived just six overs into the North Down reply and when they eventually got out, they were left with the formality of scoring 96 in 24 overs to reach the final. They needed only 17.

The previous day I had seen a crazy Carrickfergus collapse at Wallace Park.  After doing superbly well to bowl out Lisburn for 124, the visitors reached 74 for two and even at 113 for seven there should have been no panic with skipper Ryan Eagleson still in the middle. But no, they lost their last three wickets for six runs to prove once again the game is never over until it’s over.

The last week of July was spent following Ireland Under 17s in the European Championships with visits to Bangor, Downpatrick, Stormont and Derriaghy, the latter to see the Netherlands against Scotland after Ireland’s easy win against Denmark. Trevor and Charlie represented Ireland in the seven-man umpiring panel and although rain – or at least a wet outfield – controversially washed out Ireland’s final match against Scotland, giving Ireland the tournament, it was another successful Cricket Ireland-run tournament, masterminded, as usual, by Richard Johnson.

 

PART 5

As I’m in the office every Saturday collating the scores for Sunday Life, my visits to the North West are, now, very infrequent but one game I always try to make is the Northern Bank Cup final. This year it was Donemana v Bready although the weather allowed me to watch only five overs! It would have been so much more but for my touching faith in the forecasters. Eglinton was supposed to be hit by everything the gods could throw at it but as I followed the progress from home there were 92 OVERS bowled on the first day. 
A better forecast saw me travel on the Saturday but after six overs at the start of the day – I missed the first because of my late arrival! – play was abandoned at 4.45pm. I was never going on the Sunday because of my birthday party – well, you’re only 50 once – and as I wasn’t there the game was completed by mid-afternoon, Donemana, needing just 90 in the fourth innings, winning by five wickets.

Surprise, surprise, I was back in the North West the following Saturday although I hadn’t much choice. The Irish Cup semi final between Donemana and Pembroke was the only show in town and what an occasion it proved to be.  Two great sets of supporters cheering their respective sides and fierce competition on the pitch.  Theo “The Mouth” Lawson, the Pembroke wicket-keeper was obviously intent on winding up every Donemana batsman who came to the wicket and it was the experienced McBrine twins who refused to put up with it and Noel McCarey – of course, he was umpiring – and Mark Hawthorne had to get involved, at one stage having to encourage the players to get on with the game! 
Chasing just 156 for victory, Donemana were reduced to 93 for six but an unforgettable seventh wicket stand between Jordan McGonigle (three singles off 40 balls) and James McBride (55 off 39 with six fours and four sixes) saw them home to complete the almost perfect cricket match. It had everything.

Next day wasn’t bad either. The ClubTurf Ulster Cup final between North Down and Civil Service North with the Comber side having home advantage. This was another heroic effort by the team batting second.  North Down probably thought they had done enough when they piled up 250 for nine in their 40 overs but a combination of poor bowling and tremendous batting by Kieran Noema-Barnett and Regan West set up a wonderful finale. 
Gary Wilson had given CSN the perfect start with 42 off 37 balls but the two New Zealanders doubled the score in a fourth wicket stand  of 116. The Irish international half of the partnership was out for 62 but N-B finished 98 not out to win the man of the match and bring the cup back to Stormont after another thriller.

It wasn’t even the closest match of the day. In the Premier League, CIYMS and Lisburn tied their match at Belmont. It rounded off probably the best weekend of the entire season. It was also nice to get back to club cricket for a couple of weeks but it was to be my last for 20 days. International cricket would dominate for the rest of August.

 
. . . . . . . . . . . [to be continued]

Ian
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                by the Instructor                      
This amended article, from April 2000, ‘follows on’ from a topic that was raised by Kyle McCallan at the February meeting, namely, the discussion between umpires and captains before the toss. Often these pre-toss meetings do not occur. It is good umpiring technique for both umpires to be present at the toss and that such a ‘conference’ should take place before the toss.

PRE-MATCH CONFERENCE WITH CAPTAINS
Before the toss, which should take place on the field of play not earlier than 30 minutes or later than 15 minutes, before the scheduled starting time, both umpires should meet the two captains together to confirm the detailed arrangements for the match. Among the essential topics to be discussed are the intervals, including tea and drinks breaks, the nomination of players, the arrangements for covering the pitch and surrounds, the availability of sawdust and, under the safety guidance on the wearing of cricket helmets by young players, each club’s policy on this issue for all junior members under the age of 18.

Law 3 requires the two appointed umpires to be present at the ground at least 45 minutes before the scheduled starting time to carry out all their pre-match duties. These include an inspection of the boundaries, overhanging trees or other obstacles and the position of sight-screens.                PAGE FIVE

Any local customs pertaining to a particular ground should be discussed and agreed with the captains at the pre-match meeting. If the match is likely to continue into a second day, arrangements for cutting the outfield, if necessary, must also be agreed before the toss.

The pre-match conference is an opportunity for the umpires to establish ground rules regarding the conduct of the game. It should be made clear to the captains that disputing an umpire’s decision and directing abusive language towards an opponent or umpire will not be tolerated. 
The umpires are the sole judges of fair and unfair play. It is worth reminding the captains that under Law 42, they “are responsible at all times for ensuring that play is conducted within the spirit of the game as well as within the Laws”.   The captains are also responsible for the safety of any young players in their team. 
The umpires should agree, before the toss, what should happen in the event, for example, of a spectator or a dog coming into contact with the ball before it reaches the boundary or any other exceptional circumstances. Having agreed between themselves, the umpires should inform both captains. 
All relevant arrangements, special conditions and the time-piece to be used during the match, should be confirmed with the other members of the team – the scorers. 
[image: image28.wmf]
The Instructor
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Season No. 26 by P L O’Hara
Wed 24 June
Got a wee match slotted in before my trek to Dublin on Saturday.   With an excellent colleague – Cecil Johnston – we are faced with what seems like a straightforward league match at Mallusk – BISC v Donacloney. How wrong could we be!   A re-fix has been quite properly arranged as 25 overs a side, starting at 6.00pm, but quite improperly arranged for one night only!   

Two umpires and one visiting player present.

5.40 [image: image29.jpg]


Us, 10 visiting players and 2 home players present.  When we point out that this fixture should have been scheduled as a two nighter, we are met with blank looks.

6.05 Nearly ready to start – boundary flags, stumps, circle, team lists, balls provided, toss, sightscreens not to be used! – all hustled through and 10 visitors take the field, with bright blue skies and every chance of a finish on the first night.  If not? -  oh well, another committee room evening!

At ‘half time’ we have difficulty reconciling the score.  95 becomes 92 – all are agreed, and we set off for part 2,  fortified by a hurried, but much appreciated, tasty snack and a drink – all this in approximately 10 minutes !!   Well done BISC.

This innings had lots!  A BISC bowler on his final warning for two beamers – a change bowler not being allowed to bowl near the end, because he foolishly bowled a practice delivery up the side of the pitch to the `keeper – another bowler given a ticking off for kicking the ball away, after a catch was dropped – loads of over-excited appealing – and Donacloney scraping a victory in the 24th over. 

This was a stimulating and challenging evening and proof if it was ever needed, that the umpires need to be on top of their game, regardless of the level of the match.

Fri 26 June
And another one – Graham Cup final at Carrick.   A splendid match with Ian Houston.   A sunny day, a good pitch and a fast outfield saw the Holywood boys gallantly fail by a mere 7 runs, to chase down Waringstown’s impressive 199 in 35 overs.   It was a shame there had to be a loser.   Carrick`s hospitality was – as ever – first rate.

Sun 28 June
Got ‘roasted’ in Dublin yesterday – assessing two good umpires in a nail biting finish – Old Belvedere v Phoenix.   Shame that it was played on a sub-standard pitch.

Ulster Shield today – Cliftonville v Cooke Collegians at Costa Del Mallusk.   Yes, it was shirt sleeves in the 2nd. Innings for my chauffeur / colleague Alan Waugh and me – surely a first for that notoriously chilly venue.  My second visit here in a week and a second good pitch with even bounce and good carry. Well done to those who are responsible.  C/ C never looked like overhauling Cliftonville’s 206, and it was one of those 2nd innings that umpires never enjoy.  Batters having practice and everybody getting a bowl. You just want it finished but it seems to take ages! 

Tues 30 June  

A dark day for NIACUS, as our Appts. Sec`s beautiful little grand daughter. Jenny lost her fight for life at just five years old.  The funeral, on the Thursday, saw our colleagues turn out in numbers to support him and the family on a heart breaking occasion.

Sat 4 July
Off to the lovely setting of The Mall, Armagh.  I coaxed a ‘lift’ from Lillian as far as Holywood, to meet up with my colleague JE McCall.  We arrived in dank and unpromising weather, but both sides – Armagh and BISC – were keen to play, and following some enthusiastic ‘mopping up’ by the home side, the sun shone and we got underway as a 40 overs a side match.   
A most enjoyable match played in excellent spirit saw Armagh breeze home, chasing a challenging 147 to win.  Both sides were a pleasure to umpire.

                                                                     PAGE SIX
Sun 5 July
Woodvale v – the under siege – CIYMS.   Again we – Keith Smith and I – defied the weather forecast and got in an uninterrupted match in pleasant and largely sunny conditions.     
CI opted to bat, minus the returned home Aussie pro and the ‘in dispute’ and much travelled S.A. / Irish mercenary Thinus Fourie, but bolstered by emergency signing Paul Coverdale.    Woodvale restricted the visitors to an eminently gettable 168 for 7 in 50, on a poor enough pitch, during which skipper Paul Robinson suffered a horribly dislocated finger, taking a brilliant catch.

Woodvale made heavy weather of the chase.  Overly concerned with not losing wickets, they dug themselves into a hole and despite the modest target, fell some way behind the required rate and were bowled out some 40 runs short.

Sat 11 July
This was supposed to be the day cricket would start but not get finished – if the forecast was to be believed.  So the toss would be important – despite D/L.  I was at Belmont with Cyril Vennard and Ballymena the visitors.   A very depleted CI won the toss and chose to bat.  The pitch proved to be very erratic for 20 overs, but it settled down and an excellent and controlled 99* from under pressure skipper Heasley saw them post a very competitive 240 for 6.

A super game of cricket ended with a 2 wkt win for the visitors in the penultimate over, with the other captain James Kennedy undefeated on 77.  I thought Cyril had an excellent match and was helpful and supportive throughout.  We weren’t too long finished when the skies turned black and the much talked about rain arrived in bucket loads.

Just heard today that Robbie Robbins has passed away.   He would have been well known to ACU&S members in past years and was one of our special guests at our big NIACUS Golden Jubilee Dinner in 1999.  I served with him on the ACU&S technical committee and MCC Laws Working party, as it was then known.  A thoroughly nice man – R.I.P.

. . . . . . . [to be continued]
                                                                                    Paddy 
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To All Umpiring and Scoring Members
 

From your Hon Sec

2010 is a very special year for our Association and we will be celebrating with our Anniversary Dinner on Friday 9th April 2010 at Newforge Country Club, Belfast.  I would encourage you on behalf of my fellow Officers to make a special effort to attend this year and lend your support to us.  I have attached an order form and would ask you also to foster support amongst your friends as we seek to boost our numbers.  Please note the special addition of entry into a prize draw for 2 tickets for a One Day International of your choice this summer and return flights for two people.  

Jonathan

[Ed:  Many of you will have already received a copy of the required application form either by e-mail or post.  
If not please contact Jonathan directly at
 Jonathan.Lyttle@nihe.gov.uk 
or any of your Committee.]
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a) Out Stumped

b) Out Stumped

c) Not out

d) Not out

e) Out Run out
                                                                           FINALLY

[Ed: PS – Don’t forget the NIACUS website at

 www.niacus.co.uk   

for all the current Association business in a most up-to-date format!]

 and finally, finally an important reminder
You may have noticed that there is a resurrected instructor’s lesson this month & I am again advising you that having carried out his splendid work for quite some time now our instructor is naturally enough running a bit low on fuel & needs your help with suggestions for future topics or there will be none.  I repeat – give me your ideas a.s.a.p.  We seem to have already lost The Post Box!
PPS What about this then [not forgetting the smock too]?
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