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Following the success of the format of last year's Level One training course we can now confirm that the rooms have been booked for a Level 1 course to take place on Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 February 2010. 
                                                                               Photo: © Trevor Magee
The venue will again be St John Ambulance, Erne, 35 Knockbracken Healthcare Park, Saintfield Road, Belfast and the cost per student £30, inclusive of all materials, examination, lunch and refreshments on both days. 

The slight increase over last year has been brought about by the increase in food prices at Knockbracken Foods

All enquiries should be directed by email at keithsmith7mr@aol.com.
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IACUS ANNUAL CONFERENCE
The Annual Conference of the Irish Association of Cricket Umpires & Scorers, sponsored by CricketIreland, will be hosted by the Leinster Association in the Boyne Valley Hotel, Drogheda on February 20th 2010. The provisional agenda follows below, and we expect have a full day of valuable and entertaining discussion. It is to be hoped that all umpires and scorers from all Associations will attend, and, if possible, to stay over for dinner and ‘informal discussion’. 
These conferences are always a great way to exchange ideas, problems and solutions among all umpires and scorers in Ireland.

10.30
Registration & Tea/Coffee

11.00 
Welcome [Murray Power: Chairman]

11.05
Graham Cooper


The Future of Umpiring & Scoring


[ECB ACO & ICC Europe]

12.30
Lunch

13.45
Computer Scoring

15.15
Drinks Interval

15.30
John Boomer:  What’s New in Irish Senior Cup


Managing Power-Plays

16.15
Paddy O’Hara:  Boundary Assessment

17.00
Concluding Remarks

17.17
Close of Play

17.30
AGM

19.30

Dinner
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New Year = New On-field Clothing?
[image: image17.wmf][image: image18.wmf]As Chairman of NIACUS, I believe we need to move with the times, and, as such, we need to upgrade our on-field clothing. If we watch cricket on the television and observe, what we currently wear as NIACUS umpires on a match day is nowhere near the “comfort style clothing” the umpires are dressed in. Our NIACUS umpires on European panels will verify this as they are provided with comfortable and sensible on-field clothing.  As a result of this, I am currently researching, sourcing, and also discussing with a supplier, a range of similar type clothing for NIACUS participating umpires to wear on each match day.  Yes there will be a cost to NIACUS umpires, but hopefully we can provide the range at a satisfactory price for all of our membership.  We must as an association present ourselves on the pitch as “up-to-date” and if this means a change from the clothing we have gone on to the field with until now, then so be it. I sincerely hope all our membership will embrace and happily accept the new clothing range and I strongly believe that there is not one person who participates as a current NIACUS umpire will be disappointed with this aspect of “modern approach” NIACUS is currently talking for the change to the on field clothing to be for the 2010 season.                                            
                                                                                                       Noel
[Ed: From Noel’s item on the current website.]
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In the most recent “FROM THE PEN OF PLOH” to be found on our new [and splendid!] website, our Association guru headlines with “The Spirit of Cricket - Not at Centurion!!!”
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He refers to the “final frantic overs” of the First Test between South Africa and England on the BBC’s Test Match Special, drawing attention to what he describes as the embryonic TV referral system being used in this series.  He says, “This concept is starting to be used in an effort to eliminate “miscarriages of justice” with each side having two (successful) opportunities per innings to ask for a second opinion if they believe a wrong decision has been made.


PLOH then goes on to describe the following incident:  “Amongst the late tumble of wickets Stuart Broad apparently gets a thin edge, is caught behind and is given out.   He and Collingwood confer and some 30 seconds later ask for a referral . . . . Now as any batsman will tell you, you do know immediately if you get a touch.   So what was their thought process?”

“If Broad had missed the ball he would have reacted immediately.   So it would seem to me [PLOH] that the referral was being made, not to right a wrong, but in a desperate to attempt to cheat South Africa out of a legitimate wicket, by hoping that somehow the third umpire’s TV evidence would be unclear and since it wasn’t justice was done . . . . It left me [PLOH] thinking that it would have been poetic justice if, in that final over, Onions had nicked one on to his pad and been given out LBW and England had no referrals left to use.”
 

[image: image21.wmf]Paddy goes on to say that IF he was right and the referral system was cynically misused and abused by Broad and Collingwood, he very much hoped they would be disciplined since “such an action certainly drives a dagger into the heart of the Spirit of Cricket and is a further argument to be used by those who believe that this referral system is not a good idea.”
And of course [back to your Editor], now we have had the “Smith incident” in the final Test.  What are the important issues here?  
There is an old adage that, in regard to any decision on the cricket field, there are always four opinions: namely, the opinion of the batting side, the opinion of the bowling side, the opinion of the spectators, and, finally, the opinion of the umpires but that only one is correct – the umpires’!  
Not so, it seems, any more amongst the pathetic plethora of stump microphones, hawk-eye, multi-angled & eternally repeated slow-mo replays, negative hot spots, boringly conducted discussions between ex-players posing as experts, increasingly poorly behaved players on the field of play ever anxious to contest decisions in imitating their soccer heroes, and umpires [1st class remember!] becoming either lazy in not bothering to watch the game alertly or perhaps just frightened of being exposed as incorrect and so being forced, it seems, to turn at every opportunity to what have now been exposed as an unreliable & inconsistent uses of technology not always [if ever in reality] up to the task.

As alluded to by Paddy in his article, the potential for cheating in the abuse of what I also believe to be an unnecessary referral system is completely at odds with The Spirit of Cricket and the authority of the umpire.
We can’t ignore the fact that all this technology exists but the notion of players even being allowed to make referrals is, in fact, by definition, a disciplinary offence in the Laws of the game.  Let the over-populated commentary boxes play with it to their hearts’ content [it’s of no more worth than boundary disputes which at least feature a bit of friendly banter rather than the pretentious posturing of the “experts”]  but leave the umpire alone – so what if he makes a mistake, so does the batsman who plays the careless shot, the bowler who bowls one too many No Balls, the fielder who drops a catch and the captain who makes a wrong tactical move – it’s all part of the game [ and remember that’s what it is – a game – not a matter of life and death at whatever level it is played!] 
Alan
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Grounds Discussed and Questions Asked !!!
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The second Monday in December saw the third umpires open meeting of the 2009-10 winter season and a great crowd turned out to hear Neil Hunter, whose main role in the NCU Development Committee is that of supervising the grading of Grounds.
Photo: © Trevor Magee

NIACUS chairman Noel McCarey welcomed him and asked him to express his views about how umpires completed the Grounds Forms at the end of each game as this would be the only way umpires could improve on their quality of information.

Neil gave a very comprehensive overview of the situation and explained which parts of the form were particularly useful to him and how these might be better completed. 

It was interesting to note that in terms of consistency or variableness, he considered that a pitch should not be rated as variable if up to 6 or 8 of the 600 deliveries were maybe not in line with the rest of those bowled. I know that many of those present found that advice very valuable indeed. This should particularly apply when weather has been inclement and groundsmen may have had great difficulty in preparing the pitch.

There then followed a number of questions from the floor about some of the actual questions on the form and how they may be adjusted to actually provide more accurate information. A number of improvements were noted by Neil who valued the feedback he received from those present.

After a short break of 10 minutes to rearrange the seating the Annual Christmas Cricket Quiz took place. Vice-chairman Trevor Magee led the proceeding and following questions on County Grounds, Famous Test Bowlers, Batsmen and Umpires, Test Match Special, Irish Cricket and European Cricket, the team of Murray Power, Herbie Hawthorne and John Wheeler ran out winners. Their score of 33 out of a possible 35 was a magnificent winning total.
  
The well supported evening proved to be another very enjoyable occasion indeed and the thanks of NIACUS must go wholeheartedly to Neil Hunter in particular for giving up his time to be present. 
Trevor
	[image: image6.wmf]  




Laws of Cricket - True or False?
 

1.  The fielding side is deliberately wasting time during an over.  They have already been warned.   When the ball is dead, the umpire instructs the fielding captain to take the bowler off and he awards 5 Penalty runs to the batting side.

2.  In a 1- innings match, side A has scored 180 all out.   Side B is 179 for 8 when the striker hits a fair ball and is Run Out attempting a second run, off the final ball of the innings.   So the result is a Tie.

3.  The umpires are the sole judges of the fitness of the ground for play. 

4.  The striker cannot be out LBW if the ball pitches outside the line of the stumps.

5. The striker stops a fair delivery with his bat and then without permission from the fielding side, picks up the ball and throws it to a nearby fielder. On appeal he is out Handled the ball.

6.  From a fair delivery a shot deflects off the helmet being worn by a short leg fielder, flies in the air to mid on and is caught.   This is not a fair catch and the umpire will call and signal Dead ball.

	[image: image7.jpg]


     
       [image: image8.wmf]
Photo:  © John Boomer                                          by Ian Callender


PART THREE

From The Oval to Campbell College.  After Ireland v Pakistan in the World Twenty 20, it was the Ulster Bank Schools Cup Final between RBAI and Foyle but the weather had taken a turn for the worse and only 3.2 overs were possible - and that was between showers! I left with a lot of talking still going on about the date of the replay. 
To Shaw’s Bridge next day for the annual game between Ireland Under 19s and MCC and my now annual scoring debut although the main story of the day came from Eaton Park where Ballymena beat  the champions, North Down.  
Was it a crisis at Comber? Went to Ballygomartin Road next day to see how they would react and it was business as usual. First they bowled out Woodvale for 145 and then knocked off the runs in 29 overs without losing a wicket! Significantly, professional Iain Robertson was promoted to open and he ended a run of low scores with 77 not out. He seems to have found his best position.

If it is Twenty20 day in the NCU it must be raining and, sure enough, it was another annual pilgrimage to Carrick for three bowl-outs. However, when I checked with Holywood I heard there was play so the early finish at Middle Road allowed me to make only my second visit to Seapark where Holywood, Bangor and North Down produced an entertaining day’s cricket in front of a healthy crowd. You’re always made so welcome at Holywood and it would be great if they could get a team good enough to win promotion. They tried so hard to get me to avail of their food hospitality but I had to save myself for a Fathers’ Day dinner when I got home so it will have to be next time.

Midweek action at Belmont between CIYMS and CSN but it was a very under-strength CSN side who never threatened CI’s 248 for five despite 60 from Regan West. This proved to be Thinus Fourie’s last match for CI after he refused to bowl when asked by his captain, Derek Heasley. Trevor Magee and Alan Waugh did not have to intervene but they were closer to the ‘action’ than I was and it was a couple of days later before I heard about it. With a journalist’s nose I returned to speak to Derek on Saturday during their cup match with Waringstown. He was reluctant to talk but I got enough to use it in the Telegraph the following Monday. 
Confident that Waringstown would prevail against CI, I left for Wallace Park and the Challenge Cup match between Lisburn and CIYMS. Unfortunately I missed Gerry Strydom hitting five of his first 10 balls to the boundary because that was the highlight of the match as CSN was bowled out for 104, and defeated by 129 runs! Noel McCarey was in the middle for this one and that was to be a recurring theme for the rest of the season.

Next day to Shaw’s Bridge for a record-breaking Ulster Cup runs feast.  Divan Van Wyk and Rory McCann put on 218 for the first wicket for Instonians against Strabane - a club record. Both scored centuries and shared 24 boundaries. Never discount a North West side, however and the Red Caps replied with 127 for their first wicket and were just three runs short of a famous victory when the overs ran out.  Noel McCarey and Michael Ross also enjoyed this one.

 
. . . . . . . . . . . [to be continued]

Ian
The Event of the Year
60th Anniversary Dinner
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Arrangements are now well advanced for this year 60th Anniversary Dinner which will take place on Friday 9th April at the Newforge Country Club in Belfast.

Your Executive Committee is pleased to announce that former Irish International Rugby referee Brian Sterling will be the guest speaker. Brian's son's Richard and Paul play in the NCU premier league and Paul is presently member of the Irish U19 and Full International Squads.

 
Brian is a highly accomplished after dinner speaker and we are thrilled that he has been able to find the time in his busy diary to be our guest.

In the meantime, we would ask all members, Vice-Presidents and friends from the Northern Cricket Union, Leinster and the North West umpiring fraternities to make a note of the date.

It is also hoped that, as in our 50th Anniversary arrangements, NCU clubs will endeavour to support us on this special occasion.
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                by the Instructor
                                                               FINAL TARGET FOR LBW

In the chronological sequence of events that an umpire has to consider when answering an appeal for LBW, the final one is, ‘Had the ball not been intercepted, would it have gone on to hit the wicket?’ There are other factors that have to be satisfied before this comes into the equation. The ball must be a fair delivery; it must pitch between wicket and wicket, or outside the off stump; the first point of impact must be the striker’s person or equipment (and not the bat); this first point of impact must be between wicket and wicket, if the striker is making a genuine attempt to play the ball with his bat, but can also be outside the off stump, if he is not. For a fair delivery hitting the striker’s person on the full, the crucial factor for the umpire to consider is the flight of the ball prior to impact.

All the preceding factors are matters of fact and the umpire, with the appropriate degree of concentration, should be able to come to the right conclusions. But the final piece of the jigsaw is a matter of opinion – the umpire’s opinion! It is probably the most common reason why appeals for LBW are turned down. In coming to his conclusion, the umpire should be aware of certain facts. These include the flight of the ball, from the instant it leaves the bowler’s hand; the movement of the ball between pitching and the first impact; the ‘travelling distance’ between pitching and the first impact; the amount of swing or spin or movement off the seam; the bounce of the ball. It is important to remember that if the ball, after pitching, deviates even slightly from the wicket to wicket line, when the striker is well forward, it is probable that the ball would go on to miss the wicket.

The dimensions of the wicket are 9 inches wide by 28.5 inches high (including the bails). For the ball to hit the wicket it is NOT essential for the centre of the ball to make contact with a stump, any part of the ball will suffice. When the ‘circumference’ of the ball is added to the dimensions of the wicket, the ‘target area’ that the umpire has to take into consideration is, in fact, up to 80% greater than the area of the wicket itself. But in making his judgement, the umpire must be certain that the ball would hit the wicket and he must err on the side of caution. The best umpires will get the ‘factual information’ and their judgement on the ‘final target’ issue correct consistently. It is good umpiring technique to re-run the sequence of events mentally before reaching a decision and then, only answer the appeal after due consideration in an unhurried manner. 

Although most appeals for LBW are turned down, and umpires should be ‘difficult to convince’, the bowler is entitled to a positive decision, when all the boxes on the checklist have been ticked. Having carefully considered all the evidence available, using both eyes and ears, the umpire must give his decision. But remember WHEN IN DOUBT - NOT OUT! 
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Season No. 26 by P L O’Hara
Sun May 24
Alex “the tie committee” Adams saves my bacon, by offering to collect me today.  Club Turf – CSN v Donemana.  A minutes silence preceded the match as a mark of respect for the sudden and tragic death of Charles Beverland.  The outfield at Stormont looked exceptional, as did the pitch.  It was a pity that the inner circles were missing as were the off side wide lines.  At the city end only one of the screens was ‘blacked up’ so we had lots of tedious screen moving at that end.   Donemana's 198 for 3 in the 40 overs took an age to complete, aided by a generous number of missed chances and a chronically slow over rate. There is no penalty in this competition!  However, CSN redeemed themselves with the bat.  Struggling, after losing early wickets, they won by 6 wickets, due to a solid half century from Regan West but mainly thanks to a blistering 70 odd from Wayne Horwood.   A great innings laced with plenty of 4`s and 6`s.  It is witnessing this sort of innings that makes umpiring a pleasure.  [By the way, did any one know that Alex ‘The Tie’ is soon to release his first CD?  Singer / songwriter and guitarist, Alex is currently putting the finishing touches to his first CD – all the songs written and performed by himself.  You heard it here first.] 

Week Ending May 31
Flippin’ heck!!! This was the weekend we have all been waiting for – beautiful sunny weather – and how was my weekend?  Friday – No offer of a Schools` match – must be a brown shoes thing!  Saturday – Not available.  Off to the North West to work for ICC Europe.  Assessing two umpires at Coleraine v Limavady in their Senior Cup.  Two good umpires.  Easy win for Limavady.  Sunday – Arrived home on Saturday night to find that my Ulster Shield match – Cliftonville v North Fermanagh is off!!!  June must be better.

Wed 3 June
My June starts with a bang.  My first Match 2 –Twenty / 20, with an evening ‘kick off’’. A glorious evening – we both umpired in bikinis, with the NIACUS logo of course. What a terrific match.   Woodvale v CSNI went to the last ball.  CSNI 159 for 5, dealt almost exclusively in maximums (and numerous lost balls), but missed a trick by only scoring 15 off their final 3 overs.  Woodvale won off the final ball – 160 for 4. My colleague, Alan Waugh, narrowly escaped sudden death by just avoiding an exocet straight drive from the Woodvale pro and I heard a very perceptive comment in the bar afterwards:  “That was totally different to the Twenty / 20 Cup competition - this meant something – this was a league match!”   He was absolutely right.  This was my third CSNI match this year and I continue to be puzzled by Alan Coulter. He adopts the very professional and technical methodology of measuring out his run up before play starts, with a tape measure, but then proceeds to bowl copious numbers of No balls.  I am drawn to the conclusion that the tape measure is ‘metric’ and his run-up strides are ‘imperial’. 

Fri 5 June
This past week has been a sad and sombre one.   I attended the funerals of three great cricket people - Dickie Maxwell, Rev. Ronnie Craig and Charlie Beverland.   All wonderful people – RIP.

Sat 6 June
June! - and it’s the same old story with regard to our local 2009 cricket – a dismal wet Saturday morning.   My match at Dundrum v Cliftonville with another new umpire John Wheeler is off and we have been re-routed to Comber – North Down II v Carrick II.   We get there, but the steady drizzle ensures that at 2.00pm we all happily agree to go home.  Had a good chat with John – another of Keith Smith’s ECB Level 1 successes.  He has three matches under his belt already – seems very enthusiastic and has had good reports from captains and colleagues.   Another young man, in umpiring terms, to join our panel.  Things are looking up.
Sat 13 June
I have been paired with Alan “many clubs” Neill for both Saturday and Sunday.  A social weekend has been arranged – both on and off the field. Saturday sees my bride drive Alan and me to Belmont – CIYMS v Phoenix in the Irish Cup.  Yet again, we arrive in dismal conditions.   With both sides keen to play, we eventually get underway at 2.10 pm – 42 overs a side – in bright sunshine, with us umpiring in shirt sleeves.  Our weather is so unpredictable!  After an easy win for the home side,  our “birds” arrive on cue, with the other bride driving this time, and the four of us decamp to a well known local hostelry, where our much loved Appts. Sec. has some involvement. I am allowed in this time!!  - (sorry, an in-joke) - I had previously been banned, for wearing ‘gutties’! A great meal and good craic, but an early night saw us back home before 10.00pm because we had an important match the next day.

Sun 4 June
CSNI v Waringstown – with ‘Neill at the wheel’.   We needn’t have bothered.   Heavy rain and the fact that our International ground had no “super sopper”!  ensured that there would be no play.  I have a break now until July.  Two days in London next week for a meeting, then on to Bruges for a few days.  On 27th I am assessing again – this time in Dublin.
. . . . . . . [to be continued]
                                                                                       Paddy 
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	THERE AIN’T ONE – WHY NOT!!!???
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To All Umpiring and Scoring Members
 
From your Hon Sec
Umpires and Scorers who will be involved with young people in fixtures under the age of 18 are obliged under the law to complete a "Disclosure Certificate Application Form" and return the completed document to the Honorary Secretary at their earliest convenience.  
 

I have attached the application form and you are asked to note that you should fill in the "Enhanced Box" at the front of the form.  This box must be filled in by all members.  We are currently seeking to investigate a group discount for completed forms and you will be kept informed of any outcome.  
 

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me.
 
Jonathan
[Ed:  Many of you will have already received a copy of the required application form either by e-mail or post.  If not please contact Jonathan directly at Jonathan.Lyttle@nihe.gov.uk or any of your Committee.]
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1. False. The Penalty runs are not awarded.
2. False. Match drawn - not a 'limited overs' match.
3. False. Umpires are the final judges - captains have a choice in "unsuitable" conditions.
4. False. He can be out LBW if the ball pitches outside the off stump, in certain circumstances.
5. False. He is out Obstructing the field.
6. False. It is not a fair catch, but the ball remains in play.

[Ed: PS – Don’t forget the NIACUS website at

 www.niacus.co.uk   

for all the current Association business in a most up-to-date format!]
                   and finally
You may have noticed that this month’s instructor’s lesson is largely the same as one which appeared a few issues ago – this was an editorial decision taken before advising you that having carried out this splendid work for quite some time now our instructor is running a bit low on fuel & needs your help with suggestions for future topics or there will be none.  Give me your ideas a.s.a.p.
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