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There are times when great important questions are suddenly answered when you least expect it.  There I was, having just watched the latest episode of David Attenborough’s superb series “Life” when that hitherto concern of us all became clear – where does The Great White go when not umpiring?  While it may not come as a surprise to most of you, a watering hole is involved BUT not one that you might expect!  
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No animals have inspired more fascination and frissons, and, until now scientists had had to admit that they knew precious little about how endangered umpiring colleagues get around and get it on when navigating around the boundary – not to mention the world’s oceans. But now our attention was drawn to a piece from a France 24 News Bulletin – GREAT WHITES HANG OUT IN PACIFIC’S “SHARK CAFÉ”!   
Photo: © J Boomer CricketEurope 
A recent study has revealed that though they may be regarded as ‘loners’, the oceans’ most feared predators also hang out together between Mexico & Hawaii at a deep-sea watering hole known as the “White Shark Café”. [Thanks for the info Murray!]
[image: image22.wmf][image: image23.jpg]


This one -> is not that great white but a basking one in Bristol who [says the tie-man] has promised an article yet to be                                   received!!!

Alan
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The theme for my remarks this month is ‘Player Misconduct’ on the field of play and how we as members of NIACUS should be dealing with issues which arise.
Let me start by saying that I think there has been an improvement in player behaviour noted over the past couple of seasons. It is pleasing to note that many more captains are taking responsibility for the behaviour of their team and as a result the atmosphere in which games are played has become much more enjoyable. 
In many cases, captains have intervened when one of their team has stepped out of line and corrected the situation before it has become necessary for an umpire to become involved. Pro-active captaincy is the answer and we in NIACUS want to thank all those who have taken the initiative and ‘nipped things in the bud’ before more serious incidents have resulted.
Moving on…..I was particularly concerned about this issue when it happened to be mentioned in the Annual Report from the Northern Cricket Union. This report implied that there were some serious instances of very poor behaviour on the field of play observed by members and officers of the Union which were not subsequently reported after the game by the on-field umpires.  Although these occasions were not specifically highlighted, or even outlined following an approach to the Union’s secretary for further explanation and clarification, our most recent open meeting with the captains confirmed that they too had witnessed incidents which they felt should have been reported. 
As your Chairman, I have to say that it is absolutely essential that this form of neglect on the part of any of our umpires MUST BE ADDRESSED. Quite simply, it is not fair on those colleagues who follow the proper practice and report breaches of the Code of Conduct if others do not follow suit and apply the same criterion for behaviour. 
The players look for consistency in every aspect of our practice and if this is not evident then captains should mention this in their Report on the Umpires. This would then be drawn to the attention of the Grading and Appointments committees.
                                                                                            PAGE ONE
It is irresponsible of any colleague to not report such instances for whatever reason they consider worthy. If, having attempted to seek the captains help and deal with a situation, there is no improvement in attitude and behaviour then this should be noted and further action taken. 
An apology from the player after the game in private is not sufficient to avoid a report on a serious incident which has taken place in public.  If umpires are not prepared to address this issue then this ought to be reflected in the future games to which they are appointed.
Please do not think that I am inflexible and do not believe in managing the situations on the field of play but when a player has clearly – to the other players on the field , to the umpires and the general public – seriously crossed the line, it is unforgivable for this not to be recorded and reported in the appropriate manner.
[image: image25.wmf]How the report is dealt with should not be our concern. The Northern Cricket Union have a Disciplinary Committee which deals with the reports and, in the main, when a case is proven, they apply sensible and appropriate penalties from a cricketing point of view.
So gentlemen, let’s get this sorted and avoid the embarrassment of this becoming a topic of conversation after the 2010 season.  
Noel
[Ed. This month’s FIELDCRAFT article is a re-issue of the one from September 07 which I thought might be appropriate.] 
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Monday night [9/11/09] saw the second umpires open meeting of the 2009-10 winter season and a good crowd turned out to hear captains Peter Shields (North Down), Eugene Moleon (Instonians), Bruce Topping (Laurelvale) and Ryan Eagleson (Carrickfergus) respond to questions about the quality of umpiring they had experienced during the 2009 cricket season.  NIACUS chairman Noel McCarey asked the panel to honest and forthright in their views as this would be the only way the umpires could improve on their previous best performances.  The topics covered their opinions on captain’s reports, decision-making, man-management, communication and player discipline.

Bob Kane, Chairman of the Grading Committee, started the evening with a question about captains’ reports and how these were completed. It was encouraging to hear the panel indicate how seriously they took the document. Some discussed the game with their teams and left some time after the game to contemplate and fill the forms in individually. It was particularly heartening to hear Eugene comment that he took time because he felt he was dealing with umpires’ ‘careers’, a point with which the rest of the panel readily agreed.

 The most contentious issues in decision-making centred once again on LBW and catches behind the wicket though all four agreed that they felt there had been an improvement in standards in 2009. Umpires are human and will often make mistakes but there seemed to be a feeling that, in the main, decisions evened themselves out over the course of the season.  Interestingly, two of our captains, Bruce and Peter, are wicket-keepers and they still felt there were a number of catches not given which seemed to be obvious – at least to them. 

The discussion on Man-Management proved to be one of the most interesting of the evening and Eugene and Ryan both made the point that communication between the umpires, captains and players was vital if a match was to run smoothly. The captains ‘asked the audience’ if they felt the odd explanation on LBW decisions to bowlers or other decisions to players would help. The consensus of opinion was that if the inquiry was made in the right ‘Spirit’ then there should be no reason why an umpire should not give a brief signal or reply. Eugene in particular emphasised the need for more communication not only between captains and umpires but between the two umpires – an excellent point and one which all of us should take note off if this is not part of our normal routine.

Although both the captains and umpires felt the issue of player discipline had improved considerably in the past couple of years, the panel did say that they were surprised that some instances of poor behaviour in games in which they had played were not reported. THIS IS A SERIOUS ISSUE. It is incumbent on all umpires not to ‘bottle out’ of reporting when clear breaches of discipline have taken place. By all means, managing the situation at the time on the field of play is important, but where the Code of Conduct has been clearly breached a report MUST be made.

During the evening, Caleb Boomer, a member of Victoria Cricket Club rang from Moira to pose a question to the panel. Caleb had been reading the NIACUS website and contacted the webmaster about being part of the evening. Using the loudspeaker facility on a mobile phone, Caleb asked the panel if they felt that umpires fees should be increased as an incentive to enrolling more umpires for next season.

This brought shouts of ‘Here, here!’ from the audience and much agreement from the panel. In fact the captains were surprised to learn that the remuneration for a game in the NCU was approximately £24 plus mileage expenses. They felt that this was inadequate for 7-8 hours commitment on a Saturday, particularly when some games can be feisty and difficult to handle. Bruce made the point that he felt most, if not all, of the umpires actually umpire because they love the game and don’t do it necessarily for the money. There were no dissenters in the audience to both points of view.

The evening proved to be a very enjoyable occasion indeed and the thanks of NIACUS must go wholeheartedly to Ryan, Bruce, Eugene and Peter for giving up their time to be present.  A vote of thanks from the floor was proposed by the Association’s newest Life Member Paddy O’Hara and thus the evening came to an end.
Trevor
[image: image27.jpg]



[Ed: PS – Don’t forget the NIACUS website at

 www.niacus.co.uk   
for all the current Association business in a most up-to-date format!]
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PART TWO [Ed: Spot deliberate mistake in last 2 months’ titles?]
Before heading to the World Twenty20 in England, I had time to watch North Down get a Challenge Cup victory against Bangor and Civil Service North win a thrilling Ulster Cup tie against Donemana.  
That game was at Stormont and I was back there the following day for the Ireland team’s Press conference where Phil Simmons said all the right things ahead of their WorldT20 campaign. He saw no reason why Ireland couldn’t reach the Super Eight stage and fancied his players to beat Bangladesh. He was more confident than your diarist.
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There was no shortage of match preparation for Ireland – five matches before that opener against the Tigers but before heading to Derby for the first warm-up game against New Zealand, I went to Clontarf for my first women’s international, between Ireland and Pakistan. 
[image: image29.png]il




On arrival it was nice to see a couple of familiar faces in Alan Neill and Charlie McElwee who were in the middle and saw an impressive bowling Ireland bowling performance, bowling out the Full Member nation for 141. Having won Photos: © CricketEurope                     the T20 international between the
teams the previous day, it looked good for another home win when they reached 106 for four but the last six wickets fell for just eight runs and Ireland went on to lose the second T20 game two days later.
[Ed:  Sorry to interrupt Ian’s 09 musings for a moment.  I know it’s impossible to see from the two small photographs above, but close examination of the originals showed that our two umpiring colleagues – standing in an international fixture remember – were not uniformly dressed, wearing different jackets.  Not too different admittedly, but, still, displaying different badges/logos.  This is surely an unacceptable state of affairs at this level and one which needs addressed by CricketIreland.  It raises, too, and not for the first time the question of uniform field dress for all of us umpiring on the island.  A poll taken at last year’s IACUS Conference indicated a desire for change in this area, the only slight area for debate being between the shirt’n’tie traditionalists – the slight minority -  and the leisurewear exponents.  2010 is just round the corner.  I suggest all Associations might perhaps explore/press the matter further.  Again, sorry Ian.  Carry on.]


Early morning flight to East Midlands next day got me to Derby in plenty of time for the day/night game against the Kiwis. It proved to be another excellent Ireland performance with the oldest and youngest members of the team, Jeremy Bray and Paul Stirling putting on 70 for the first wicket in just eight overs, and so it was a little disappointing to total only 152 for five. 
Still, with Peter Connell removing both openers, Brendan McCollum and Jesse Ryder, Ireland were right in it but they could not contain Ross Taylor who scored a remarkable 74 not out from 36 balls, including EIGHT sixes. New Zealand won with three overs to spare but it was closer than that.

Maybe the team was rattled by such an individual performance but they never threatened a repeat performance in any of their remaining warm-up games, even needing a Golden Over to beat the Dutch at Lord’s. But there was still plenty of confidence as the team started the World Twenty20 at Trent Bridge against Bangladesh and, for the second successive World event Ireland beat the Tigers. 
Trent Johnston, the steadiest bowler in the warm-ups, took three wickets as Bangladesh were restricted to 137 for eight and, reviving memories of the famous win against Pakistan, it was the O’Brien brothers who saw Ireland home and into the Super Eights with a unbroken fifth wicket stand of 49. Simmo was right again!

New Zealand , without Taylor, gave Ireland a hammering this time, amassing 198 in their 20 overs and  winning by 83 runs but three days later, back at Lord’s, Ireland produced their best performance of the tournament, failing by just nine runs to chase down Sri Lanka’s 144 for nine. Alex Cusack was the bowling hero, taking four for 18 – there was also a dropped catch off his last ball – and an unbeaten 31 off 21 balls from John Mooney got Ireland 
agonizingly close.
[image: image30.wmf]
That defeat ended Ireland’s hope of reaching the semi finals (well, they could dream) and the next day they headed across London to The Oval – where the food in the media box was a different class from any other venue – for the final Super Eight game against Pakistan who, six days later would win the World Twenty20. 
Boyd Rankin showed his class, conceding only 11 runs in his four overs (in a 20/20!) and his outstanding contribution ensured Pakistan were restricted to 159 for five. Ireland lost only two wickets in the first 13 overs but 73 runs off the last seven was just too much against the class of Umer Gul and Saeed Ajmal. 
It was another tournament from which William Porterfield’s side could leave with their heads held high. But it still wasn’t enough to get them automatic entry for next year’s finals in the West Indies. They must qualify from an eight-team tournament in Dubai in February.
. . . . . . . . . . . [to be continued]

Ian
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1)  The striker hits a No ball into the outfield and charges straight up the middle of the pitch and the batsmen complete one run.  You had cautioned his partner in the previous over for doing the same thing.  State in full what you must do now.
 

2 Later, in the same innings, No. 11 swings at [and misses] a fair delivery.  It deflects off his pad towards fine leg.  He, too, offends in the same way – running straight down the middle of the pitch.  The batsmen complete three runs as the return hits the fielder’s protective helmet parked on the ground.  Again, state in full what you must do now.                                                                                           
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Season No. 26 by P L O’Hara
Sat May 9
Bob Kerr Irish Senior Cup today with our illustrious Vice-Chairman Noel McCarey, so I was on my best behaviour.  CIYMS v Eglinton.   The expected a.m. phone call never arrived, so I turned up to find a wet and soggy outfield and a flooded pitch.   A club that is allegedly affluent enough to pay a number of its players really should have better basic equipment.  Their covering is inadequate and there is only a single sight screen at each end.  Priorities?  Although there was no real prospect of play, CI were loath to call things off at noon, so we agreed to inspect at 3.00pm.  After a couple of hours of sunshine and wind and another shower – and the Rangers v Celtic match on TV – conditions were not significantly different, so we shook hands and went home.  Not the best way to spend a Saturday.

Thur May 14
Had to decline a Schools` Cup match today – RBAI v Strabane GS because of a dental appointment.  My colleague suggested that I must have been having a wisdom tooth put in!   No prizes for guessing who that “comedian” was -   Who else!     B*b  K* *e.   [Ed:  Is the above perhaps an answer to a question posed at the end of a column in last month’s edition???!!]  

Practising what I preach, I read up on the rules for Challenge cup re-arranged matches – I’m doing one on Sunday – and guess what!  The NCU book has got it wrong again.  NCU had made clear that there had to be a result on the day, but its rule 9 (d) doesn’t say that.   An e-mail clarification was quickly sent out to the clubs by the Gen. Sec.

Sat May 16
More doom and gloom.  Carrick v Waringstown – with Chairman Joe Moore – in the league and it’s off already, and it is only Friday tea time.  Plan “B” going to Carrick anyway, to supervise another telephone bowl out.   I must be the local expert in these matters.   This time it is in the Junior Cup – Carrick II v Clogher, with Reggie McNally doing the honours at Clogher.  Exactly the same outcome as Woodvale.  Home side bowled first – and lost 0-2, while I got soaked.

Sun May 17
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At Shaw’s Bridge LOWER for the Challenge Cup re-arrangement, Lurgan v Cooke Collegians – Lurgan having conceded home advantage.    Confusion before the start concerning umpires.  Brian Blakely and I received a call in our changing room at 11.30am from Ian Houston.  An umpire had failed to show at Derriaghy.  Would Brian go there and Ian would get to Shaw’s Bridge ASAP.  In the event we had a delayed start because of a persistent drizzle –umpire Reggie McNally had arrived to watch the match and agreed to stand with me, so Ian was – belatedly – able to get away to a family commitment.  

We got underway at 2.15 – ‘tea’ having been taken, in a 43 over match.  We played on an excellent pitch. It was bone dry and there was decent pace, even bounce and good carry.  Well done Seamus.  
[image: image32.emf]
Lurgan made an impressive 256 for 3 with all five batters on show, scoring runs.  When rain brought an end to proceedings after 24 overs Cooke Collegians had only managed 70 for 5 so lost by a whopping 85 runs by the D/L method.  Reggie and I had only a couple of appeals all day, so really only had to count to 6 and call ‘over’ – and that’s easy-peasy for me!  

                                                                             Photo: © CricketIreland
The new Shaw’s Bridge drainage seems to have done the trick – this was one of only two cup matches that weren’t bowl outs.  The scoreboard is still loath to work properly at this ground, but C.C`s electronics expert Bryan Milford attempted to cajole it into proper working order by thumping it with a yard brush.  Sounded a bit like Drumcree in July!

Fri May 22
This was always going to be a testing weekend for Patrick.   Standing Fri / Sat / Sun – and me with no car any more.  So I was dependent on the good will of my bride.   Please darling can I borrow your car?  Friday was the Schools Cup 2nd round.  Ballyclare again – Houston again – rain again – Corr`s Corner again.  The rain stopped and we got finished with a comfortable win for the visitors B.R.A. in a 32 over match.

Sat May 23
Collected the Chairman Joe Moore and off to Ballymena for the Challenge Cup v Woodvale.  Another miserable day.  Both sides keen to play.  The scoreboard side of the ground was extremely soft and squelchy.   The homesters made every effort to rectify the situation by wheeling and spreading copious amounts of sand to the problem area.  We might have got underway around 2.00pm but the heavens opened – tea was taken and the match was abandoned. The two captains were co-operative and understanding throughout.   NCU bigwigs Gourley & McKinty left the scene with no official duties to perform.  However, we did let them know that this week – yet again – the NCU handbook was found wanting.   So much for my mantra –“read the book”!!
. . . . . . . [to be continued]
Paddy
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ANOTHER REMINDER IACUS ANNUAL CONFERENCE

The Annual Conference of the Irish Association of Cricket Umpires & Scorers will be hosted by the Leinster Association on February 20th 2010. The venue will be in North County Dublin. Negotiations are under way for a couple of distinguished guests and we expect have a full day of valuable and entertaining discussion. It is to be hoped that all umpires and scorers from all Associations will attend, and, if possible, to stay over for dinner and ‘informal discussion’. These conferences are always a great way to exchange ideas, problems and solutions among all umpires and scorers in Ireland.  Full details available soon. 
PAGE FOUR
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                by the Instructor                      
  SETTING AND MAINTAINING STANDARDS

	Each umpire will have his own individual level of tolerance and his own accepted standard of behaviour from players in a game of cricket. It follows, therefore, that any pair of colleagues will have different tolerance levels and every match, with its 22 participants and its unique set of incidents, will throw up its own separate experiences. It is an important part of the role of umpires that they establish “the tone for the conduct of a cricket match”, in conjunction with the captains. Hence, it is crucial that umpires should act together, and consistently, in setting standards of behaviour for the control of each match that they umpire. This can best be achieved by discussion in the pre-match period and by regular ‘meetings’ during the game.

There should be no place in cricket for foul and abusive language. Unfortunately, in today’s society, swearing is commonplace and the use of bad language has become part of peoples’ normal conversation, including that of cricketers. However, swearing by players on the field of play should not be tolerated by umpires. An oath, uttered by a bowler in frustration when a catch has been missed, for example, is understandable, but a simple request by the umpire, issued quietly to the individual, for him to “mind his language”, will usually receive an apology. If it goes unchallenged, then it will become ‘an accepted standard’ by the players. Persistent use of bad language needs to be dealt with by a more ‘official’ reprimand, involving both umpires acting together and the player’s captain.


	Obviously, if the use of foul and abusive language is directed towards an opponent or an umpire, the matter becomes more serious and such a situation must NOT be ignored by the umpires. Under the Laws, within the Spirit of the game and under the internationally accepted Code of Conduct, the officials have a duty to report the incident as set out in Law 42.18. Failure to shoulder this responsibility is an act of betrayal to colleagues who will have to try to establish ‘acceptable standards’ of conduct in the next fixture involving that player and that team. The need to deal with, and report serious incidents to the appropriate body, must not be seen as a sign of weakness in an umpire.  If every ‘team’ of umpires acts responsibly in these situations then there will be fewer such occasions.

 Often there is only a fine line between a player disagreeing with an umpire’s decision and that player indicating his disagreement by showing dissent. For example, a batsman may stand for a few seconds after being given out because he is disappointed by his own mistake and this must not be seen as expressing his dissent at the decision. Alternatively, a bowler may express his frustration verbally following a ‘close call’ without necessarily disputing the umpire’s opinion. It is up to the umpire to judge the player’s reaction in each situation and, if necessary, consult with his colleague in reaching a conclusion.  If, however, the player obviously displays dissent by word or action; then again, the umpire has a duty to intervene, in conjunction with his colleague,


	by informing the captain that such behaviour is not acceptable and that the matter will be reported.  Good man management skills will enable an umpire to deal with each individual set of circumstances without making a ‘mountain out of a molehill’. Having established the right tone for the conduct of the match, the players will know what level of behaviour is acceptable to the umpires involved.

There should be no place for the so-called ‘mental disintegration’ of players in the recreational game.  ‘Sledging’, the extreme version of verbal contact between opposing team members, should not be permitted within acceptable standards. In the pre-match conference with captains, a simple request that players can encourage their own colleagues but should refrain from making comments to or about the members of the opposition, will help to set appropriate standards.
If a captain fails to ensure that his players conduct themselves accordingly, then the ‘request’ to the captain becomes a ‘direction’ 


	with the obvious consequences for any subsequent misdemeanour.

The bowler or fielding captain ‘seeking a reason’ for each decision from an umpire has become a common occurrence in the current game. Provided this is done in a polite manner, most umpires will provide a simple explanation, but it should neither be considered a player’s right to demand an answer nor an umpire’s duty to give one. Again good management skills can defuse potential problems when dealing with players’ questions.

A game of cricket does not have to be played in silence, and much of the humour and enjoyment experienced by umpires, arises from funny comments and incidents that occur in the middle. However, there should be a clear distinction between acceptable comments and those that cause offence, and umpires should pay particular attention to threatening or disparaging remarks directed at young or inexperienced players.
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Post Box
	Alan Waugh 

Editor THE FOLLOW-ON

2 Bramble Avenue, Newtownabbey

BT37 0XL

waugh_alan@hotmail.com


	Dear Alan
On reading the latest Follow-On, I was extremely upset to see my husband described as a ‘cantankerous, obstructive, pig-headed old git’.  I would like to make it clear that I do not consider him to be old.    

Yours sincerely  

Lilian O’Hara
We are urged at all our Training Courses, monthly meetings and throughout the playing season to follow ‘routines’ based on the Laws of the game. It is also important that the running of our Association should follow certain ‘routines’ as laid down in the Rules of the Constitution. 
Rule 3 deals with Membership and the third paragraph states “On the recommendation of the Executive Committee, the Annual General Meeting may elect to Honorary Life Membership of the Association any person thought worthy of the distinction.”
However, there would not be a single member of our Association [not even the ‘reluctant seconder’ of the amended proposal!] who would disagree with the appointment made. 

	To the Editor
Dear Alan
At our recent AGM, an amended proposal was put to the meeting that Paddy O’Hara should be elected an Honorary Life Member.  Since the proper procedure had not been followed by the Executive Committee, prior to the AGM, it would mean that PL is an ‘illegitimate’ Honorary Life Member.
PAGE FIVE
Without any disrespect to any other Honorary Life Member of the Association, nobody is more worthy of this honour. He has been the outstanding mentor to many ‘local’ umpires and has set an example on the field of play that will be difficult for others to follow. 

Respect for his contribution to cricket spreads much further than NIACUS and Ireland. 
Long may he continue to be a major influence in our Association. 

Yours in cricket

JE
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	In response to my request for more members to receive their FOLLOW-ON by electronic means, I received only 2 replies – one to say that the member couldn’t receive his by e-mail and one from Jake Torrans which included this very moving request for help when he runs the London Marathon in April.  I’m sure you will give it your earnest attention & [if you can] respond in an appropriate manner.
Alan



	On the 25th of April 2010 I am running my first ever Virgin London Marathon in aid of Epilepsy Action, the charity which aims to improve the quality of life and promote the interests of people living with Epilepsy.

A good friend of ours, Ronnie Hooke, sadly died of cancer at the age of 42 on the 1st of March 2009.  Hooky, as we all knew him by, was married to Denise (Nessy to all her friends) and they have two children Gary and Sarah.
Sarah, aged 15, has suffered from Epilepsy all of her young life and has been in and out hospital, even going to Great Ormond Street Hospital to see if she would be a suitable candidate to try to stop the seizures completely, but sadly this
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Once you donate, they’ll send your money directly to the charity and make sure Gift Aid is reclaimed on every eligible donation by a UK taxpayer.   
	Was unsuccessful.  
Presently, Sarah’s fits are under control but she always has to be carefully monitored.

It has always been my ambition to run a London Marathon, and, having spent some great times watching Liverpool with Hooky and Bill Donald (see photo) over the years, it is the least I could do to give something back in the memory of Hooky, and hopefully any money raised for Epilepsy Action will go towards helping people like Sarah and many Epilepsy sufferers. 
Donating through JustGiving is simple, fast and totally secure. Your details are safe with JustGiving.  They’ll never sell them on or send unwanted e-mails.
So it’s the most efficient way to donate – I raise more, whilst saving time and cutting costs for the charity.

So please dig deep and donate now how ever small you want to give.

Cheers 

John Torrans 



	Ed: In order to read more about John’s admirable venture and, should you wish to do so, make a donation go on-line to 
Justgiving.com/john-torrans
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Ireland Captain wins LG ICC Associate & Affiliate

Player of the Year Award
[image: image14.emf]
[© Copyright]
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“As reported in last month’s Europe News, Ireland captain William Porterfield was awarded the ICC Associate Player of the Year at the LG ICC Awards in Johannesburg.  ICC Europe would like to congratulate William on his achievement . . . . . . . . . .
The voting academy chose Porterfield over other top Associate players including Canada’s Rizwan Cheema and the Netherlands duo of Edgar Schiferli and last year’s winner of this award Ryan ten Doeschate.

During the 12-month voting period, Porterfield played for Ireland in 11 ODIs making two centuries and two half-centuries. His batting average was 46.80 with a strike rate of 77.10.  As captain he also led Ireland to nine victories in those 11 matches.

In the four ICC Intercontinental Cup fixtures played during the voting period, Porterfield averaged 38.14 with the bat, scoring one century and one half-century. The 25-year-old Gloucestershire player also led Ireland to the Super Eight stage of the ICC World Twenty20 this year and helped it to qualify for the ICC Cricket World Cup in 2011 after winning the ICC Cricket World Cup Qualifier in South Africa in April of this year.
  PAGE SIX
Upon collecting his award in Johannesburg Porterfield said: “It’s been a fantastic year for us. This award caps it off on a personal note but it’s great for the team to be going to the World Cup having won the ICC Cricket World Cup Qualifier early this year.  This award is great for Irish cricket and it shows how much we have done on the field. If we continue onwards and keep on making improvements in that department then other awards will follow.”
The Associate Player of the Year Award was one of eight individual prizes given at this year’s LG ICC Awards. It was announced by Charlotte Edwards, last year’s ICC Women’s Cricketer of the Year. The Associate Player of the Year Award serves to recognise and reward the efforts in all international matches of the outstanding cricketers from the teams outside the ICC Full Members.

Based on the period between 13 August 2008 and 24 August 2009, the LG ICC Awards 2009 – presented in association with FICA – take into account performances by players and officials in a remarkable period for the game. That period includes such high-profile events as the ICC World Twenty20 2009 in England, the ICC Women’s World Cup 2009 in Australia and the ICC Cricket World Cup Qualifier 2009 in South Africa, as well as several bilateral Test and ODI series. . . . .”
[by permission of Louise Kent]
[image: image37.wmf]Round One 

Saturday April 24
A. Old Belvedere v Downpatrick
B. Rush v Lurgan
C. CYM v Cork Harlequins  


Round Two 
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Saturday May 8
Phoenix v Glendermott

Railway Union v Winner of B

Leinster v Winner of C

Pembroke v North Down

North County v Eglinton

Brigade v Instonians

Bready v YMCA

Strabane v Merrion

Killymallaght v Clontarf

St Johnston v Malahide

Lisburn v Limavady

Civil Service North v Cork County

Carrickfergus v The Hills

CIYMS v Donemana

Ballymena v Fox Lodge

Winner of A v Waringstown
NB:  Just a quick early warning [courtesy of John Boomer] that the Cricket Ireland Cricket Committee have now approved the introduction of Power Plays and Free Hits (after foot fault No Balls) for the 2010 competition.


Amendments to the current regulations are being progressed and should be available before the end of the year.

Some changes to the administration part of regulations will also be made but have yet to be finalised.  These should not affect the match regulations.  Sounds like an item for our winter agenda.  
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The great Yorkshire and England fast bowler F. S. Trueman attracted his fair share of stories. One such incident took place in the Test series against India in 1952, when the Indian batsmen were suffering alarmingly against the pace of "Fiery ". One middle order bat decided the only chance of survival lay in trying to destroy Fred's rhythmic approach to the wicket.
Photo: © Telegraph.co.uk

As Fred ran up to bowl, he stopped him and asked for the sightscreen to be moved. This happened several times which angered Fred and eventually brought a reaction from the umpire Frank Chester. 
"Tell me sir, just where would you like the screen placed?" he enquired impatiently. The batsman noticing Fred's agitated countenance spluttered..."I couldn’t possibly have it placed between me and that crazy bowler, could I?"



	Sidney Barnes, the famous Australian opener who was part of Bradman's all conquering 1948 team, while playing at Leicester was given out LBW by umpire Alex Skelding after an innings which included a six, and some leg byes which Barnes insisted were off the bat. 
[image: image40.wmf]
Photo: © Cricinfo.com

In the pavilion Barnes tackled Skelding asking him how many pairs of spectacles he needed and enquired after the health of his dog.
Not to be outdone the umpire quickly informed Barnes that in fact his dog was well but he wasn’t allowed to bring it on the ground, and he had 3 pairs of spectacles, one for sixes, one for leg byes, and one for leg before decisions.



	Bill Reeves was standing in a county match at The Oval against Middlesex.  Surrey opener Andrew Sandham who was small in stature was facing Nigel Haig when a ball hit him in the naval and there was a loud appeal.  "Not out," said Reeves, "Why not?" asked Haig.  "Too high", said Reeves.  Haig continued bowling probably thinking even it had hit Sandham on the head it couldn’t be too high. 
In his next over a beautiful ball went clean through the batman's defence and hit him on the pads. "What about that one then?" shouted Haig.  "Not out," said Reeves. "Why not?” said Haig.  “Too low," said Reeves, and that ended all the arguments for the rest of the day.
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QUESTION ONE:
	1)
Disallow the run, signalling DEAD BALL to the scorers and get their acknowledgement.

	2)     
Return the batsmen to their original ends.


	3) 
Repeat NO BALL signal to scorers and get their acknowledgement.

	4)    
Give the offender a final warning.



	5)     
Inform and apply the final warning to the other batsman [team offence].

	6)     
 Inform colleague, and fielding captain.


	7)  
As soon as practical after the innings, remember to inform batting captain.

	8)    
Remember that this delivery doesn’t count as one of the over. [NO BALL]

	9)     
Remember to inform each incoming batsman that their team is on this final warning.


 QUESTION TWO:
	1)   
The ball is automatically dead the instant it strikes the helmet - you could call & signal Dead ball for clarity.

	2)
Disallow the 3 runs, signalling to the scorers and get their acknowledgement.

	3)
Return the batsmen to their original ends.


	4)
As the ball struck the helmet after the offence committed by the batting side, there is NO penalty runs award to the batting side.

	5)
Award 5 penalty runs to the fielding side, by placing one hand on the opposite shoulder - and get acknowledgement from the scorers.

	6)
Inform colleague, other batsman and captain of fielding side.

	7)
As soon as practical after the innings remember to inform the captain of the batting side.

	8)
After the match, report with colleague to the Executive of the batting side.

	9)
After the match, with colleague, file a report to the Governing Body.
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Update on Ground Reports by Neil Hunter followed by our Annual Christmas Sports Quiz
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PS . . . . . .
Position Available
13 November 2009 



Cricket Ireland is seeking a part time Coach Education Officer.

Full job description and personnel specification available on web

Please submit your CV and a cover letter outlining why you would make a suitable candidate to Suzanne Kenealy at the Cricket Ireland Office by email: suzanne.kenealy@irishcricket.org

The closing date for receipt of applications is 4pm on 1st December 2009.
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