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Hello again everyone,

Hope you’ve all by now found the time to read & digest last month’s issue.   Those of you I managed to catch at the AGM and a few who e-mailed me seem to have enjoyed it [even the deliberate mistake in the answer to ‘The Puzzler’ which I know all of you will have spotted!].  I repeat, however, the need for your input to THE FOLLOW-ON’s pages to keep it alive & well, and make no apologies for being a bit sharp about this at the AGM – speaking of which, was, I thought, reasonably well attended though there were some notable absences.

Joe has now finished his two-year term of office and Noel McCarey takes up the reins in the Chair.  We are indebted to Joe for his service to the Association, and now look forward to Noel’s time in charge of us as he seeks to put his individual stamp on proceedings and as he becomes the public face of NIACUS. 
[image: image15.jpg]



His deputy will be Trevor Magee who, in conjunction with Richard McCall has done a splendid job in resurrecting the Association’s website once again ‘live’ at www.niacus.co.uk.  
Get on to it immediately and see the tremendous work that has been done – well worth the effort!  We extend our great debt of thanks to both of them.  
The Minutes of the AGM follow courtesy of our fine outgoing Secretary, Judith now replaced by Jonathan Lyttle [better start practising counting balls in an over!!].
So here we go then.  Enjoy [I hope] this month’s issue.
Alan
	
  

                                     
                                                     Your new Committee

                                              You wouldn’t want a bigger picture of them!



Mins of the 40th AGM held on Mon 12th Oct 09 at Shaw’s Bridge

Present:


Joe Moore (Chair) Alex Adams Louis Arneill Brian Blakely 

Paul Boreland Norman Browne Keith Calvin Tom Deegan 

George Gillespie David Gilliland Ian Houston Brian Irwin 

Cecil Johnston Bob Kane Jonathan Lyttle Trevor Magee 

James E McCall Richard McCall Harry McCammon 

Noel McCarey Reggie McNally Walter Montgomery

Alan Neill PL O’Hara Murray Power Ivan Reid Sylvan Reid Dixon Rose Michael Ross Keith Smith Alan Waugh 
John Wheeler Peter White Judith Hewitt (Minutes)

Apologies:  

Brian Agus Sam Alexander Ivan Anderson Ian Callender 

Alan Chambers Mark Hawthorne Roy Harrison 
Richard Johnston Mella Keegan Andrew Kennedy John Law Alfie Linehan Peter Lunney Bryan Milford Wylie McKinty Stan Perry Stuart Pollock Ashok Sharma Hugh Shields Joy Smith Nigel Smith Peter Thew Arthur Thompson 
Cyril Vennard

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed all present.  He encouraged members to attend the open meetings throughout the winter as attendances continue to be low.

1. Minutes from the 39th Annual General Meeting

The minutes of the previous AGM had been distributed prior to the commencement of the meeting and, having been proposed by Paul Boreland and seconded by Walter Montgomery, were accepted as a true record.

2. Matters Arising

There were no matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting.

3. Secretary’s Report

The Chairman thanked the current and previous Secretary for their service during his time as Chairman.  The Secretary read her report to the meeting and it was accepted having been proposed by Paddy O’Hara and seconded by Peter White.

                                                     PAGE ONE
4. Treasurer’s Report

A summary of the accounts for the year 2008 – 2009 was distributed.

Paddy O’Hara raised a question about ‘the dinner account’, pointing out that a substantial donation had previously been made.  Michael Ross explained that the level of monies being handled by the Association did not warrant the number of different accounts that had been in place and this money was now contained in the number 1 account.  Paddy suggested that this money and the money for the Trevor Henry Bursary should be ring-fenced.  Michael assured the meeting that both sums were secure.

The Treasurer’s report was adopted having been proposed by Alex Adams and seconded by Ian Houston.

5. Election of Officers

Prior to vacating the Chair, Joe Moore expressed his thanks to Noel McCarey and Judith Hewitt and to his Committee Colleagues for all their hard work over the year.   In the absence of the President, Peter Lunney, Joe invited James E. McCall to take the Chair and preside over the election of officers.

The following officers were then elected:-
President:  Peter Lunney 
Proposed by James E McCall
Seconded by Keith Smith

Chairman:  Noel McCarey
Proposed by Joe Moore




Seconded by Paul Boreland

V-Chairman: Trevor Magee
Proposed by Noel McCarey





Seconded by Alan Waugh

Secretary:
 Jonathan Lyttle
Proposed by Judith Hewitt




Seconded by Bob Kane

Treasurer:
 Michael Ross
Proposed by Joe Moore





Seconded by Trevor Magee

Appointments Secretary: 

Ian Houston
Proposed by Noel McCarey




Seconded by PL O’Hara

NCU Representative:


        Alan Neill

Proposed by Trevor Magee




Seconded by Harry McCammon

There was some discussion about how/where a liaison Representative fits within the new structure of the NCU.  It was agreed that this is an important link that we would want to maintain and so whatever the logistics, Alan Neill would remain our link with the NCU.
Committee:


Alex Adams
Proposed by Judith Hewitt




Seconded by Ian Houston

        Louis Arneill
Proposed by Ian Houston




Seconded by Trevor Magee

        Ivan Reid
  
Proposed by Bob Kane




Seconded by Peter White

Honorary Auditor:
Alex Adams



Proposed by Sylvan Reid




Seconded by Joe Moore

Following a proposal by PL O’Hara, seconded by Paul Boreland, all the Vice Presidents were re-elected.  It was agreed that the support of the Vice-Presidents is hugely valued and appreciated, and our thanks go to each and every one of them:-
Ivan Anderson Beattie Arlow Roger Bell Stan Bennett

John Boomer Billy Boyd William Boyd John Caldwell 

Ian Callender Ted Cooke Mike Dixon Rab Dunn Tom Gardiner Ian Gourley Sammy Haire Roy Harrison 
Herbie Hawthorne Sheila Hill Brian Johnson Ian Johnston Richard Johnson Les Jones Mella Keegan John Kerstens Brian Langford John Law Alfie Linehan Scott McAlpin Harry McCammon Billy McCormick Harold McCrory 
David McCullough Bob McFetridge Basil McNamee 
Bryan Milford Maurice Moore Dawson Moreland 
Raymond Moreland Jim Morrow Stuart Pollock 
Michael Rea Pat Rogan Carson Rose Dixon Rose Billy Ross Derek Scott Wallace Shannon Ian Shields Andrew Steven 

Barrie Stuart-King Peter Thew Leslie Thompson

Cecil Walker Brian Walsh Noel Williamson 

Noel McCarey reported that Paddy O’Hara was standing down from the Committee and sought to pay special tribute to Paddy for the hard work he has put into NIACUS over the years (….it was duly noted that Paddy could be co-opted back onto the Committee if necessary….!)

Joe Moore proposed that Paddy O’Hara be elected as a Vice President, and this was seconded by Bob Kane.  However, following an objection / interjection from ‘the top table’ Joe was asked if he would consider upgrading his nomination.  Joe readily accepted and nominated Paddy O’Hara for Honorary Life Membership.  Bob Kane said he supposed he should agree!

With pleasure Mr PL O’Hara was elected an Honorary Life Member – congratulations Paddy!

There were no new Vice President nominations.

6. Any Other Business

The new Chairman took the chair for the remainder of the meeting.  He congratulated all involved in the winning of the White Stick Trophy this year.  There followed some discussion about if/when previous Captains should have stood down.  Remarks have been stricken from this record!

Alan Waugh reminded members of the IACUS meeting on 25th October 2009 and asked members if they had any thoughts on a universal dress code for Umpires throughout Ireland to let him know.  He also reminded members to please contribute to The Follow On and finally that he had been approached by some members requesting that the scheduling of the Open Meetings is moved from being the first Monday of every month, to including other nights.

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.50pm and asked members to remain for the launch of the new website which was kindly conducted by Trevor Magee (who is also our ‘webmaster’).  Anyone wishing to view the new site should visit www.niacus.co.uk
Mrs Judith Hewitt

Honorary Secretary
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Dear NIACUS Members

By way of a start to this foreword, could I express my hope (albeit belatedly) that all practising NIACUS Umpires & Scorers had a very good season and thoroughly enjoyed their matches during 2009.  I know that all NCU clubs are appreciative of our efforts (even though you may not always be aware of it) and the Office Bearers of the Northern Cricket Union are very supportive of our Association.

Special thanks must be extended to Joe for his Chairmanship of our Association for the past 2 years and to Judith for all her efforts, enthusiasm and hard work since last year’s AGM.  Good luck to both of you for the future.  To Ian Houston, sincere thanks for all your efforts for the season just completed.  I doubt if anybody can really comprehend how difficult it was, from a personal perspective, to keep the appointments going during difficult and trying times.  

[image: image16.wmf]The plan for the winter open meetings is to have as many as possible interactive sessions with a variety of questions (on PowerPoint) covering some conventional and some unconventional aspects of our game.  Also, we will be hosting interactive player evenings with the wicket-keepers’, batsmen’s and bowlers’ “points of view” being a large part of a question and answer session.  Our local press will also be invited to participate during the player Q & A evenings. 

To all new office bearers, good luck for 2009/2010 within NIACUS.  The Association will go from strength to strength with your support.  To all members, please support you association as it is the best membership arena and discussion forum that we all have available to us, and please remember if you have ideas/opinions on the development of NIACUS bring them openly to the Committee where I can assure you that all points will be given equal discussion time.
Best regards

Noel
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The local cricket season may have started on April 25 but for those of us who had spent the previous four weeks in South Africa, the summer of cricket was well under way. And what a start!  Ireland had achieved their goal of not only reaching the 2011 World Cup finals but also, for the first time, winning the qualifying tournament, formerly known as the ICC Trophy.  
There was no rest for the victorious squad on their return home with an eight-match Friends Provident Trophy campaign to be played by May 20, a series that culminated with another victory over county opposition.  It was an inauspicious start to the campaign, however, with defeat to Worcestershire at Stormont, Ireland managing only 128 for nine in their 33 overs - the match reduced by rain which was to be a familiar refrain in the 2009 season. Paul Stirling scored 51 of the runs but even if he had doubled his score, Ireland would still have lost by one run. 

On the holiday weekend, Ireland played back to back away games against Nottinghamshire and Leicestershire but it proved two games too far for our bowlers as they conceded 346 at Trent Bridge and 201 - that in just 29 overs, as Leicestershire reached their target, easing down, with 12 balls to spare. 

The home games against Hampshire and Leicestershire were abandoned without a ball bowled, the former denying Eglinton a first game against a county for 13 years, but Ireland got back on the field against Notts at Clontarf in a 34 overs contest which went to the penultimate ball. This time the Ireland bowlers performed heroics in their efforts to defend 140, the visitors scraping home by two wickets.

 
Two days later Ireland were back in England, at the Rose Bowl, where Sean Ervine (167 not out) and Michael Carberry (121 not out) put on a county record 260 for the third wicket in 36 overs as Hampshire amassed 316 for two on their way to a 77 runs wins, but only after a thrilling 94 off 75 balls by Kevin O’Brien. 
Undaunted, Ireland ended on a high. Playing their third match in five days, they were bowled out at New Road, Worcester for 152 but then, sensationally, dismissed the county for 58. Peter Connell had figures of 7-3-19-5 but, unfortunately, never threatened to repeat them in a disappointing season. Little did we know then that it would be Ireland’s last county action for at least two years. But what a way to finish.  

Meanwhile, on the local front, I had managed to fit two Premier League matches, on the opening two Saturdays. First up was Lisburn, the title hopefuls against North Down, the defending champions at Wallace Park and a convincing victory for the home side, by 49 runs was an early indicator that the order could be changing.

Photo: © CricketEurope

Gerry Strydom, after his stellar first season with Lisburn resumed where he had left off in 2008 with 60 out of Lisburn’s 152. His innings was ended by a stunning return catch by Marty Moreland, easily North Down’s highlight of the day. Their batting never got going with 11 maidens in the first 25 overs, one of which was an eight-ball over at Keith Smith‘s end, even though there were no wides or no-balls.

[image: image17.jpg]


Ballymena’s performance the following week at Stormont augured well for last year’s Section Two champions. Playing without David Kennedy, they scored only 134 but Civil Service North took 44.2 overs and lost seven wickets getting the runs with new professional Kieran Noema-Barnett instantly showing his all-round talent. 
Photo: © CricketEurope

His bowling figures were 9.1-4-15-5 and included in his 35 runs with the bat was a huge six off Michael Glass. He could be worth watching.
Ian
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Dear Editor
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As a fully paid up member who was unable to attend the AGM, I phoned a colleague to get an update on the proceedings. He posed me the question “Guess who is our latest Hon. Life Member?”
Well I thought long and hard about the members who have given so much to the Association over the years but it took me eleven guesses to come up with the correct answer!!
There must have been a rule change when I dozed off during one of the meetings as I was of the opinion that this honour was reserved for members who had enriched the standing of the Association over a period of time. 
Since when has being a Cantankerous, Obstructive and Pig Headed old git been viewed as being meritous?

Whilst acknowledging that this newest drain on the Association’s financial resources has played a miniscule role in some of the major steps attained over the past few years it cannot have escaped the notice of the more discerning members that – The inability to count to 6 – The wearing of inappropriate fieldwear and the complete disregard for the correct mode of 
signalling (boundary 4 is one example) would negate any positives previously mentioned.
During his involvement with the White Stick Trophy matches he flattered only to deceive and we are now the butt of jokes whenever umpires meet in social intercourse. 
Thankfully a change at the top has allowed us the current bragging rights and the only mention of O’Hara is of the younger, newer and much improved version.

In conclusion may I make the observation that it is my belief that this elevation to Hon. Status is the result of an unholy alliance between the outgoing and incoming chairpersons?  
The reason behind it is unclear but it also begs the question- “Who was the eejit who seconded the nomination???”
                                          
Yours in sport

A Well-wisher
[image: image19.emf][Ed.  I thought this item sent to the Post Box merited highlighting in its own separate column as an accolade to the recipient of this prestigious honour.  I would have printed the name of the correspondent but couldn’t quite make it out – looked like BK @ Yahoo or something similar!  Thought the picture might jog someone’s brain.] 
	[image: image8.wmf]  




[image: image20.png]


1)  A fielder leaves the field at 2.57 pm.   At 3.10 pm. There is a drinks interval that lasts for 4 minutes.  The player returns to the field for the resumption of play following this interval. At how many minutes after 3.00 pm. would he be allowed to bowl?

2)  A fielder leaves the field at 2.30 pm.  He returns at 3.20 pm. At 3.30 pm there is a rain interruption and play resumes at 4.00pm.  When is the earliest he would be permitted to bowl?

3)  A fielder leaves the field for 12 minutes before a 40 minute lunch interval and does not return until 14 minutes after the game has restarted.  How long must he wait before he would be permitted to bowl?

4) A fielder leaves the field for 25 minutes, then returns and is on the field for 20 minutes when he is forced to leave the field again – this time for only 10 minutes.  How long must he wait before he would be permitted to bowl?

	[image: image9.emf]  
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[Ed.  Used same photo here as in Hon Life item to reflect title of this one !]


Season No. 26 by P L O’Hara
!! OUR NEW HONORARY LIFE MEMBER !!
Fri May 1
[image: image21.wmf]What a contrast!!  I was despatched to Woodvale to supervise a bowl out in the Bob Kerr Irish Senior Cup v Leinster club Old Belvedere. The Ballygomartin Road ground resembled the Florida mangrove swamps – I narrowly missed losing a leg to a lurking crocodile.   The bowl out was to be conducted by the new 21st century method, when it is abundantly clear that there will be no cricket played. – with each team on its own ground and the umpires on mobile phones.  

Obviously I needed help!!  So with Bob Kane’s assistance we watched the “Woodvale Five” repeatedly hitting the stumps in practice, on the soggy artificial.  Then, with Stu Daultrey co-coordinating the Dublin side of things, the bowl out went live – nerves kicked in – and four consecutive misses by the “home side” consigned Woodvale to a  0 – 2 exit from Ireland’s premier club competition.
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Sat May 2 
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CSN v Ballymena.  An early return to Stormont for me, following the ‘shenanigans’ after last year’s final league match.   I received an easy and convivial welcome from several of the North players – and why not?    I have always held them in high regard and they are – by and large – a friendly and courteous bunch, both on and
 off the field.   
Photo: © CricketEurope
My contempt is reserved for the small group of that club’s administrators and the quite shameful – and ill-conceived – stance they adopted at the end of the 2008 season.

When Keith Smith and I inspected the pitch, it had the feel of cold damp plasticine.  This resulted in very low bounce, which contributed in no small measure to 6 bowled and 5 LBW dismissals.   I felt sorry for both `keepers who spent much time gathering the ball off their boot straps.  

Newly promoted Ballymena minus expectant father David Kennedy – arguably the best bat in NCU – were bundled out for 124, with nine of them contributing a miserable 26 runs.   CSN, admittedly without the “Two Ws” (West & Wilson) limped over the finishing line with just 3 wickets left intact.  

All in all, a very poor advert for our premier league.  In the midst of all this ‘gloom and doom’ there were two real highlights.

1. It was an absolute delight to see Ted Cooke at the game.   He is making some real progress, thanks to the mystery of acupuncture therapy, and of course we all wish him continuing success in his battle towards recovery.

2. The cricket tea was a distinct improvement on last year – new caterers!   It will be interesting to see if Ian ‘Egon’ Callender, Cricket Ireland’s official ‘cricket tea tester’ was similarly impressed to the extent of perhaps lifting them off the bottom of the rankings.
Tues May 5
What a rotten day.  I should have been at the all ticket clash – Ballyclare H.S.  v Carrick G.S. in the Ulster Schools` Cup 1st Round with Brian Blakely, but it was no surprise to get the call from Ian – match off.  Our beleaguered Appointments Sec is wringing his hands already.  Just 9 matches out of 50+ completed so far in yet another dismal start to the season.

Thurs May 7 

Second attempt for the above match.  No Brian this time, so the boss himself, Ian Houston, turns up.  What a day!  Skiffs of rain – gale force winds – and an artificial strip in the middle of rugby pitches.  Carrick arrived late.   Master-in-charge was a giant of a man – so we didn’t complain!  “Sorry we’re late, I’m John Reid.  You’ll know my da”.    We did indeed – it was big Ivan’s very big son.  They must have fed him on fertilizer instead of Cow & Gate as a baby.  

We played without bails – and nearly without wickets as the set of metal based stumps actually blew over at my end.   Got underway as a 24 over match.   Carrick 48 all out in 17 – Ballyclare 49 for 2 in 8.  ‘Brains’ and I thawed out and ‘re-hydrated’ in Corr`s Corner.
. . . . to be continued
Paddy
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                by the Instructor

APOLOGIES

Sadly, due to circumstances beyond the control of both The Instructor & your Editor it has not been possible to provide this month’s Fieldcraft article.
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The October issue of the Pepsi ICC Development Programme - Europe Newsletter which presents the latest developments in European cricket is now online at www.icc-europe.org. The following is an extract from it about a TV show available to members & is printed with the kind permission of Louise Kent | ICC Regional Project Officer - Europe
[image: image25.jpg]



TV show highlighting cricket development for free download

“A high-quality TV documentary about the on-going global development of cricket has been produced and released on behalf of the ICC.

The 25-minute programme, brought together by production company Three Feet High in association with the ICC, is aimed at highlighting the work of the Pepsi ICC Development Programme and showing just how far the great game is spreading around the world within the ICC’s 94 Associate and Affiliate Members.

Within the documentary, ICC Chief Executive Haroon Lorgat says: “It’s important that we spread cricket across all corners of the world.  It’s amazing how much interest there is in the game and therefore we have an obligation in some sense to provide people with the opportunity to access it. So from every respect, including a strategic objective of the ICC, the global growth of the game is very important.”

PAGE FIVE
The international success of Ireland in recent years has been well documented and is highlighted further in the documentary. Cricket Ireland Development Manager Brían O’Rourke recalls that interest in cricket wasn’t always so high in Ireland and that the Pepsi ICC Development Programme has played a key role in the game’s expansion there.

“The ICC has been brilliant since 1998 when we were very much starting out,” says Mr O’Rourke in the programme.  “We didn’t have any equipment or any sources of getting any but a lot of assistance then came through their Development Programme. We received simple things like materials for schools, posters, as well as equipment, and more recently have been able to send our better players to (ICC) academies.  So now we are able to move from a participation focus and concentrate more on performance,” he adds. 

Cricket’s popularity in East Africa is also featured in the documentary, with particular focus given to the 40,000 cricket participants in Uganda. National team captain Junior Kwebiha talks about cricket’s rise in his country.

The show is free to use for all broadcasters and websites around the world and can be downloaded from www.nuview.tv.   On that site click on ‘Pepsi Development’ within the green FEATURED bar at the top of the page.

There are also broadcast-quality three minute and five minute cut-down versions of the show available. These are also being shown on the ICC website at

http://icccricket.yahoo.net/media_interactive_zone/broadcast.php.

This TV programme is being provided free of charge by the ICC in order to promote and highlight the amount and quality of cricket played around the world, outside of the ICC’s Full Member countries.”
	[image: image11.wmf]
Post Box
	Alan Waugh 

Editor THE FOLLOW-ON

2 Bramble Avenue, Newtownabbey

BT37 0XL

waugh_alan@hotmail.com


	Dear Alan
Thanks for the September FOLLOW-ON, well put together, as always, and a stimulating and an enjoyable read.  

I was sorry, however, to read that attendances at the monthly meetings of NIACUS during the last winter were disappointingly low, and I further regret that one of the persistent absentees was myself. However, a word of explanation - and a request:
 
I love my cricket and have just completed my 16th season on the list. I do have various other interests outside cricket though, especially in retirement. One of these is the conductorship of the Abbey Singers, a 55-strong mixed voice choir that rehearses in Jordanstown - every Monday evening, except holidays, from September to April. 
Whilst ever NIACUS meets exclusively on Monday evenings, I have an unavoidable cash of loyalties - as I am sure do others with different other commitments on Monday evenings. I regret this clash, as when I was able to maintain my previous regular attendance I thoroughly enjoyed the NIACUS meetings, for the invigorating and experienced tutoring and for the colleagueship of fellow umpires.

 
 To allow the possibility of more inclusive attendance by more umpires, could consideration be given please to having the meetings on rotating evenings, e.g. Monday one month, then Tuesday the next month, then Wednesday the next month, and so on (perhaps avoiding Fridays)? Or even reverting full-time to Saturdays? 
 
Keep up the good work,
Brian Agus

[image: image26.jpg]



PS:  To get a measure of the extent to which my enforced absence from NIACUS meetings is justified, some readers may like to attend the following Abbey Singers' performances:
 

Sat 5 Dec
HANDEL’S MESSIAH
Whitehouse Presbyterian Church

Fri 11 Dec
CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT
St Patrick's Church of Ireland, 
Whitehead

Sat 12 Dec
HANDEL’S MESSIAH
1st Larne Presbyterian Church

Sat 24 Apr
40th ANNIVERSARY CONCERT (including Festival Brass) University of Ulster in Jordanstown
[Ed:  I know, Brian!  Us arty types are always pressed for time.  And, to the rest of you, make sure some of you out there get to one of these concerts!]

Alan
 
Following up on your appeal at the last meeting for contributions to Follow-On, I thought a little feature containing some historical anecdotes concerning umpires of a previous era might prove interesting. 
I am submitting a "pilot" attempt but I stress no offence will be taken if you think it’s not what you feel as editor should be published for any reason.  Perhaps it could be headed.......PAST TIMES
Louis Arneill

Here goes then . . . . .

 DCS Compton recalls batting with "Gubby" Allen in a match against Sussex at Whitsun in 1936 when Middlesex needed 20 for a first innings lead. They had shared a last wicket stand of 36, when on 14 Compton was given out LBW to Jim Parks by umpire Bill Reeves. From the bowlers end Allen looked the umpire straight between the eyes and exclaimed: "You old cheat, Bill. That boy wasn’t LBW.  To his astonishment, the umpire agreed: "Quite right Mr Allen. That boy Compton will do alright, but I was dying for a pee.

                                                                                       PAGE SIX
On the first day of the fourth test at Port of Spain during England's tour in 1953/4, Everton Weekes got the thickest of edges to a ball from Trevor Bailey, which was caught by the England wicketkeeper, Dick Spooner. Umpire Achong who had earlier turned down a clear edge against opener Holt, again shook his head. "What's wrong this time? Even the crowd heard the snick"
yelled the determined Denis Compton.  Unmoved, Achong said defiantly: "I too saw the deflection, Mr Compton, but I did not hear the snick!” 
Outcome was Weekes scored a double hundred to draw the test and ensure the rubber couldn’t be lost.

Alex Skelding former Leicestershire bowler turned first class umpire, was once asked how successful his benefit had been. "Successful!" he exclaimed.  "I will tell you. Play began before a keen wind...and that was all. Not another soul in the ground".
[Ed.  Thanks Louis.  Let’s see if this tickles our readers’ fancy & see what turns up!]
Dear Sir
 

I reluctantly take up my pen (sic) to defend our esteemed colleague, Andy Kennedy,  against the scurrilous repeating by Mr. O'Hara of Andy’s failure to turn up for the 2007 White Stick Trophy game. 
At the risk of repetition myself, I would again express my criticism of the selection & communication process of the former (and not lamented in Buckna) management.  It was obvious to all that Andy’s talent was not wanted - hence the failure to advise him of the date & starting time. 
The 2009 victory is a vindication of all of those who called for change. A new more open era exists and this is only to be admired. The machinations of the former cadre resembled the timetable of the Clogher Valley Railway & the peace of God - they passed all understanding. 
I know that there will be those who complain about not being selected this time but to these nay-sayers I say that many are called but few are chosen - and even fewer are told the arrangements! 

 

I would also remind PLO'H that it is advisable to take a comfort break BEFORE speeches start!! 
 Yours
Masonic the Hedgehog  [image: image12.wmf]



[image: image27.wmf]IACUS Annual Conference
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The Annual Conference of the Irish Association of Cricket Umpires & Scorers will be hosted by the Leinster Association on February 20th 2010. The venue will be in North County Dublin. Negotiations are under way for a couple of distinguished guests and we expect have a full day of valuable and entertaining discussion. It is to be hoped that all umpires and scorers from all Associations will attend, and, if possible, to stay over for dinner and ‘informal discussion’. These conferences are always a great way to exchange ideas, problems and solutions among all umpires and scorers in Ireland. Suggestions for topics of discussion are welcome [via LCU&SA email address JG]. Details of the programme and booking arrangements will follow. For now just put the date in your shiny new diaries!
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CLUES
	ACROSS

1  Not a thin spherical object
5  Alternatively
7  Ladies undergarment a    mistake in field position
8  Slight problem keeps sphere off the ground
10 This clue number describes this wicket
11 Not quite what the batsman anticipated
12 A German single?
13 Start with the number nine then go via 16 Down & 15 Across to get here
14 Describes the elegance & touch of your Editor’s batting style

DOWN

1 Nothing to do with lighthouses or bees but still a minder of sorts
2 Not in front of rectangle
3 Far beyond “Sell By” date
4 Stupid half-way point
6 Committee didn’t think O’Hara would actually do it
7 Ungainly shot 
9 A minimum number of sorts

	15 Hardly less than
17 Needed for the toss
19 Perhaps the opposite call after six balls
21 A batsman might have to “walk in” in direct contrast to this act 

23 Could equally well be a terrorist group as a home-bred cricket guru
24 A not unfashionable state 
26 A bowler not “off” target
28 Could be enforced or you could read it
29 A shot Sooty might play
16 English translation of 12 Across
17 Could be a bloody shot
18 No need for a clue if you get both 17 & 19 Across 

20 One way to describe the opposite of Sooty’s shot
22 A singles’ night might see plenty of these
25 It carried
27 This ball still has all its shine
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1)  14 minutes (past 3.00 pm).    His absence was less than 15 minutes playing time, so he can bowl straight away.

2)  4.10 pm.  He has 50 minutes to 'serve', but an interruption counts as playing time, provided the player is present when play resumes.

3)  26 minutes.  He failed to return immediately after the interval, so has been absent for the 26 minutes playing time.

4)  5 minutes.  He had 5 minutes still to 'serve' and the second absence was less than 15 minutes, so carries no penalty.


	




PS. . . . . . . . . . 
Outgoing NCU President Ian Gourley was elected as an Honorary Life Member and was presented with a commemorative certificate from incoming President Murray Power.   
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