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Another month has slipped by, and I’m sure, just looking at some members, they enjoyed the Christmas Season.  Alan Neill will provide details of an exercise programme designed to get you fit.  The season will soon arrive and checklists of all necessary equipment made out – boots, bails, pencils etc., and, after last season’s problems, road maps, sat-nav and petrol coupons.  Winter training has started, and it was good to see a large turnout of scorers, would-be scorers, umpires who were looking for some refresher training and some new applicants.  The format was exciting and very enjoyable.  

In the midst of all the glitz and glamour of the festive season, we are reminded that illness and death are just around the corner.  Mid-December saw Alan Neill undergo an operation, but, thankfully, he has regained his health.  Ted continues to make progress, but, unfortunately, seems destined for a long stay in Ward 7 North, City Hospital.  Take the time to send a card or a note.  He appreciates them.  It was with sadness we learned, during all the festivities that our Life Member and good friend, Stanley Perry, had been stricken with the death of his beloved wife after an illness.  We would think of Stanley and the family circle at this time.  Eleven members led by our President attended the funeral at Roselawn.  

Don’t forget the Association is for you.  Let’s make a big effort to attend each month.  Vice-Presidents are also welcome. 
Yours in sport, Joe
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TRAVEL JINX PASSES 
TO VICE-PRESIDENT
Unlike PLO’H who, earlier in the season en route to a fixture, neglected to put any petrol in his car, our esteemed Vice-President & top cricket journalist filled his with petrol.  He did, however, neglect to take notice of the fact that his car has a diesel engine!  He has, on the other hand, confessed (see Ian’s Diary) to this early sign of aging, unlike our esteemed elder statesman who tried to plead the fifth amendment when he was found out.  Well then, here we are in 2008 and a Happy New Year to you all.  This year’s training has already begun and you will all be pleased to know that Mrs Smith is keeping Mr Smith properly organised, and he promises to stop walking in front of the power point projector so let’s have more of you and your conscripted future colleagues out for the next few Tuesday’s and you will be able to see the big picture.
Would members please advise me of any missing issues from September to present and I’ll try to get these to you.
*NIACUS European Appointments 2008*
Congratulations to our colleagues listed below on their European appointments.

23 - 31 May.  ICC World League Div.5. Mark Hawthorne & Trevor Magee in Jersey.

14 - 17 July   ICC European U / 17 Div.1. Tournament referee - John Boomer in Belfast.

25 - 31 July   ICC European Div.1. Trevor Magee in Dublin.

4 - 7 August ICC European U / 15 Div.1.  Alan Neill in Jersey.

5 - 7 August ICC European U / 19 Div.1.  Mark Hawthorne in Scotland.

18-23 August ICC European Div.2.  Trevor Magee & Keith Smith in Guernsey.

26-28 August ICC European 'A' Div.1. Mark Hawthorne in Netherlands.

There are also 8 appointments for umpires from Leinster and North West - G.Black, L.Fourie, R.Molins, C.McAllister and C.McElwee.                                               Alan
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Why did you start umpiring? 
I started umpiring for the simple reason that I was never all that good as a player.  I discovered that having to don the white coat for 10 overs was very enjoyable.

Who was your first colleague? 
First colleague was Murray Power at Academy’s old ground at Roughfort.
What was your most enjoyable match? 
Most enjoyable match has to be NCU Ladies versus Leinster Ladies at Stormont, for obvious reasons.

	Favourite ground? 
Favourite ground has to be Waringstown.
Funny moments? 
Funny moments:  Sharing a room with colleagues after the North-West Dinner. (Ian Houston will understand this) and dare I mention the first ball of my over in the White Stick Trophy.
Any blunders? 
No major blunders, but a lot of mistakes. Nothing that has changed the result of a game.
Any honours? 
Two Minor Cup Finals and an Intermediate Final. However, I would say that the greatest honour given to me was when I was elected Chairman of the Association.

Best teas? 
Best teas are at Ballymena, where Mrs. Kennedy looks after the Umpires as if they were her own sons.
Any other sports? 
Other sports include supporting my favourite team, Crusaders. Play a bit of squash. Hill walking.
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THE INSTRUCTOR
This is the SECOND of a series of articles on CONCENTRATION. The stimulus and inspiration for these essays was the excellent and enlightening presentation on ‘Concentration’, given by Professor Aidan Moran, at the Annual Seminar organised by ACU&S Ireland at Drogheda in February 2007.

Concentration & Variation in the Focus of Attention

When concentrating, the level of attention ranges from broad external focus, to broad internal, to narrow external to narrow internal focus. Examples of each of these might be, assessing the situation in general, planning strategy before a match, focusing on a specific target and concentrating on a single thought or action respectively. During a game, each umpire’s focus of attention will switch repeatedly from broad to narrow and back to broad as a passage of play develops. As indicated in the previous article, it is essential for both on-field members of the ‘team’ to be fully focussed before taking the field of play.
Page Two
	Prior to the call of “Play”, both umpires will have a broad focus of attention as they carry out their duties. The bowler’s end umpire has the major responsibility for the final pre-match checks. These duties include placing the bails on the stumps and aligning the wickets, with the help of his colleague; counting the fielders; ascertaining the bowler’s mode of delivery and conveying this information to the striker, before giving him his guard; giving a bowler’s marker and the match ball to the opening bowler; checking that the sight-screens are correctly positioned; checking with the fielding captain that his field is set and that he is prepared to begin; confirming that his colleague is in position and that the other members of the ‘team’, in the scorebox, are also in position and that they are ready to start. The striker’s end umpire also has duties to carry out before the game can get under way. He should also count the fielders and check that they are in position; that the striker has taken guard and is ready to receive the first delivery, and that the bowler is about to start his run up. He is then in a position to confirm to his colleague that he is ready for play to commence.

As each delivery is bowled, the focus of attention for both umpires switches from broad, as the bowler approaches the wicket, to narrow, as the striker receives the ball. Once the ball becomes ‘dead’, the umpires’ focus of attention should relax. However, both umpires should remain vigilant and be aware of any other ‘incidents’ which might occur following that delivery, e.g. a comment made by the bowler, or another fielder, to the Often this is harmless and is accepted as ‘part of the game’, but the umpires must maintain their ‘standards’ for acceptable behaviour and they should never shirk their joint responsibility for controlling the match within the Spirit, as well as within the Laws of the Game.

More serious incidents, if they are not nipped in the bud, can easily escalate and get out of hand and they can become a major source of distraction to the concentration of an umpire. But this will be dealt with in more detail in a later article.
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In the next article, the way in which the focus of attention varies will be illustrated by a series of examples of play.
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W/E SATURDAY JULY 7 

Back to Stormont on Sunday for final ODI between India and South Africa and another frustrating rain delay, until 4pm. Still, the biggest crowd of the week was rewarded with a 31 overs per side match, India completing their comeback with an exciting last over victory by six wickets. Charlie McElwee, recognised by ICC as Ireland’s leading umpire after the death of Trevor Henry, represented the home side and was fourth umpire for all three internationals to Aleem Dar, Billy Bowden and Mark Benson. After a week without cricket, when I managed to fill up my car with petrol - it takes diesel! - I got it back, with minimal damage, between the Challenge Cup semi finals on Saturday. With still no possibility of play at Carrickfergus, on the reserve date, their game against Waringstown was decided by bowl-out with the holders going through 2-1. Changed car on the way to Comber where North Down set up the Big Two final with a laborious 19 runs victory over Instonians. There were only 227 runs in the game but at least the action was decided with batsmen.

W/E SATURDAY JULY 14 

Ireland hadn’t played for two weeks so the players must be getting itchy feet.  And this time they were back in action against their peers. Scotland and the Netherlands were in town for a quadrangular series also involving West Indies. First match, on Tuesday, was an easy win in Dublin for West Indies against the Dutch before the orange shirts headed to Stormont to provide Ireland’s first opposition. Despite the return of Eoin Morgan and Andre Botha, Ireland managed only 210 for eight in their 50 overs and when the Dutch reached 192 for three after 45 overs, the game appeared to be up. But, in a remarkable finish, Kevin O’Brien and Botha restricted the Dutch to just 17 runs and, although only three wickets fell, Ireland won by the minimum margin. Down to Clontarf next day for the Scotland-West Indies game and another thrilling finish. Set a Duckworth/Lewis target of 165 in 30 overs, Windies were coasting at 95 for no wicket, but seven overs later they had lost six wickets for 38. That left them 32 to win from 22 balls but an unbeaten 85 saw them home with one ball to spare. I must confess I missed all the excitement as I left early to watch Spurs’ pre-season friendly against St Pat’s Athletic.  We won 1-0 but how sad am I? Wouldn’t have left if Ireland had been playing, of course. Still made it to Stormont on Friday for the start of the Scotland-Netherlands game when, in spite of free admission, only ONE spectator was present for the first ball! Those that stayed away knew best, however. Only 22.2 overs were possible before the rain returned for good. And it was the same story back in Dublin on Saturday when Ireland’s glamour game against West Indies lasted only 79 minutes. Ireland’s top order, however, had made an encouraging start reaching 84 for four in 17 overs against the full-strength West Indies attack. They were certainly taking it seriously. 
Page Three
W/E SATURDAY JULY 21

The abandoned game in Dublin may have denied Ireland a chance of winning the Quadrangular Series but if Ireland could beat Scotland with a bonus point in the final game at Stormont on Sunday then they would finish level with the West Indies. With a performance which was as impressive as any of Ireland’s against the auld enemy in recent years, the hosts won the match but missed out on the extra point by 22 runs. Niall O’Brien with 72, a repeat of his famous score against Pakistan in the World Cup, and three wickets for Andre Botha ensured Ireland won the match although Phil Simmons did not quite grasp the enormity of what he had just done. Back on the club scene, North Down were playing catch-up and on Friday they played Derriaghy in a run-fest at The Green. The home team amassed 270 for two in just 37 overs with centuries for Ryan Haire and David Kennedy but even that total was not out of sight while Peter Van Niekerk was at the wicket. He hit five fours in the first over but when he was out for a quick fire 86, the result was never in doubt. Week ended at my second home this season, Stormont, with Ireland A playing Denmark and it was such a mismatch that I had time to go to Shaw’s Bridge for the end of the Instonians-North Down league game. Yes, I was in time for Trevor’s run-ins (and run-outs) with three Instonians players and their ‘innocent’ captain. John Stephenson spent most of the North Down innings walking from long leg to third man, but as the words intensified there was nowhere for the captain to hide.

Ian Callender
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A Waugh, Editor, 2 Bramble Avenue, Newtownabbey, BT37 0XL

waugh_alan@hotmail.com
 Alan 
  

On a topic that appeared in the November issue reporting on the meeting with captains, there are comments made in the penultimate paragraph about the Union's Disciplinary code. Similar comments appeared on the Forum as well, and while I was minded to respond, I declined. However given its appearance in your publication I felt I must put the record straight.

 

At a meeting of the Umpires Liaison Committee on the 7th Feb 2005, I, as the then Chairman of the Disciplinary Committee introduced a proposed Code of Conduct based on the ECC code but which would incorporate 3 levels only. A draft of the proposals had been forwarded to NIACUS and it was agreed at the meeting that the Association would forward their final comments before the forthcoming Executive meeting. No comments were received and the bye-law was passed at the meeting and was in operation in the 2005 season.

 

The Association was given the opportunity to comment on the bye-law before it became a bye-law, but were evidently content with it.  

 

Regards

Billy Boyd

 
The proposal to set up the ECB Association of Cricket Officials (ACO) to bring together ACUS & the ECB Officials Association has been accepted as the result of the ballot with 2,541 votes in favour and 854 against.  As a result, ACO will now be set up, to commence on the 1st January 2008, and ACUS will cease activities.  The annual subscription will be £20 payable on 1st January but ACUS will pay your subscription for the first year provided you have already paid your subscription for the current year.  Any member who has paid a subscription to ACUS and does not wish to join ACO will be entitled to apply for a refund of a proportion of the amount paid. 
Steven Wood advises that the ACUS administration office is now closed and that correspondence should be directed to The General Secretary, 5 Camp Square, Thorner, Leeds, LS14 3BX & financial enquiries to The Treasurer, 77 Moatbrook Avenue, Codsall, Wolverhampton, WV8 1DJ.  “The setting up of ACO is seen as an opportunity to build on the work of ACUS and open up many new opportunities for members as well as to appeal to a new generation of cricket officials”.  
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In an eventful over the striker hits a boundary four - the next ball, called & signalled Wide Ball, goes to the boundary - the striker plays the next ball backward of square and the batsmen run a single - next, the striker plays and misses with no signal from the umpire - the batsmen run two & the umpire signals Leg bye - the umpire calls & signals No ball, the batsmen run three, the umpire signals Short run - the batsmen run one, the umpire signals Bye - the striker plays the ball to cover, the batsmen run and cross before the fielder throws the ball over the wicket-keeper`s head, the umpire signals boundary four.
A)  How many runs should be added to the total?
B)  And how many of those should be debited to the bowler?
ANSWERS TO THE EDITOR IMMEDIATELY OR AT LEAST A.S.A.P.
&
In spite of the fact that no replies were submitted!!!

HERE ARE THE DECEMBER SUMS AGAIN WITH ANSWERS
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1.  A fielder leaves the field at 2.57pm.  At 3.10pm there is a drinks interval which lasts for 4 minutes. The player returns to the field for the resumption of play following this interval.  At how many minutes after 3 o'clock would he be allowed to bowl?

14 minutes (past 3.o'clock).   His absence was less than 15 minutes playing time so he can bowl immediately.
2.  A fielder leaves the field at 2.30pm.   He returns at 3.20pm.  At 3.30pm there is a rain interruption and play resumes at 4.00pm.  When is the earliest he would be permitted to bowl?

4.10pm. He has 50 minutes to 'serve', but an interruption counts as playing time, providing the player is present when play resumes.
3.  A fielder leaves the field 12 minutes before a 40 minute lunch interval and does not return until 14 minutes after the game has restarted.  How long must he wait before he would be permitted to bowl?

26 minutes.  He failed to return immediately after the interval, so has been absent for the 26 minutes playing time.
4.  A fielder leaves the field for 25 minutes, then returns and is on the field for 20 minutes, when he is forced to leave the field again - this time for only 10 minutes.  How long must he wait before he would be permitted to bowl?

5 minutes.  He had 5 minutes still to 'serve' and the second absence was less than 15 minutes, so carries no penalty.

NB:  YOU CAN’T HAVE A WINNER WITH NO ENTRIES!!
The Puzzler


VERY ***** ACUS IRELAND REGION ANNUAL CONFERENCE ***** IMPORTANT
	Ireland Region's Annual Conference. The Annual Conference will be hosted by the North-West Association of Cricket Umpires & Scorers at the Drummond Hotel, Ballykelly. Limavady (BT49 9HP). on Saturday 16th February. The programme will appear on the Association website in a week or so, but we can reveal that topics will include Discipline and D/L.



Reservations for accommodation and dinner must be made via Robin Glenn. (robin.glenn@btinternet.com, 048 777 63892).
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by Ernie McCormick
With his knee injury preventing him from umpiring during most of the season, Ernie had the opportunity to watch a lot of cricket, and found some of the comments about umpires & umpiring fascinating.  Here is the third and final installment of his memoirs from the boundary. 

Two Ballymena “die-hards” talking one nice summer’s day at Eaton Park. A said, “That’s that young fella Neill umpiring.  His father played for Ballymena years ago – opened the bowling with Dessie Kane.” B said, “Yes, you’re right.  The chap with the ginger beard.”

“Can two batsmen be Run Out at one time?” I was asked arriving at a game just into the second innings.  “Not possible,” I said and explained why.  Watchers A and B said, “You are wrong.  We had two out at once in the first innings.”  “Can’t be,” I said, and decided to check scorebook.  Sure enough, wicket number 10 fell by Run Out and the 2 batsmen left the field of play.  I decided against any further explanation!

Another group of cricket followers visiting North Down.  Watcher A (who was an ‘expert’ on cricket) said to his fellow watchers, “North Down is a very professional club.  They leave nothing to chance.  That chap padded up over there is number 11, but he is ready in case they need a runner.”  The guy padded up was a Mr Kennedy who made 83!

[image: image14.wmf]“That umpire favours Carrick so much he has just been given a Carrick sweater by Rodger Bell after the game!” said a famous cricket watcher after his team was beaten by a mile by Carrick in a 20/20 game.  GREAT FIT RODGER!!!!
                                                    Ernie


	NIACUS has started its annual training course on Tuesday 8 January 2008 in the Long Room at Shaw's Bridge Sports Association.  The course will continue to run commence for ten consecutive Tuesday evenings at 7.30 pm.  It cannot be repeated often enough that there is a dire shortage of umpires in the NCU area and all clubs should try to send one member on this invaluable course.  Without competent umpires and scorers the game of cricket would soon cease to exist as a competitive sport.  For further information and to register, even at this late stage, on the course, please contact Keith Smith either by email at keithsmith7mr@aol.com or by telephone on 077 1930 6751.  ALL those interested who have not yet contacted Keith should do so as soon as possible. The course is also a useful refresher for existing umpires and scorers. After gaining experience in Club umpiring there are opportunities for umpires to progress to standing in representative and international matches.  LOOK AT THE EDITORIAL!  So why not start now – it’s not too late?


A fast bowler is like a dachshund:  four short legs and his balls swing both ways.          BRIAN JOHNSTON
Date of Next Association Meeting Mon 11 February 2008
aw08
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